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Mourners gather during a fu-
neral procession for Alireza
Tangsiri, head of Iran's Is-
lamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps Navy, and others
killed in Israeli strikes in late

Supreme Gourt Tightens Scrutiny on Voter
Form 6, CM Mamata Banerjee Welcomes
Order Amid Heated West Bengal Poll Battle

ANIKET NASKAR

Kolkata, 1 April: The Bengal Election
2026 underway, the political temperature
in West Bengal has soared over allega-
tions of wrongful deletion and question-
able inclusion of voter names. In a
significant development, the Supreme
Court has issued fresh directions to the
appellate tribunals regarding the handling

list revision process. The controversy es-
calated after senior Trinamool Congress
leader Abhishek Banerjee alleged that ef-
forts were underway to enrol voters from
states such as Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
into West Bengal’s electoral rolls through
mass Form 6 filings. He publicly chal-
lenged the Election Commission to re-
lease CCTV footage of submission

court further directed that all judicial of-
ficers associated with the tribunal process
must receive training immediately to en-
sure consistent handling of both online
and offline appeals. The instruction to
conduct training sessions without delay
signals the judiciary’s intent to streamline
procedures before the impending voting
dates of April 23 and April 29. The Elec-
tion Commission, for its part, has main-
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Staff Reporter, Kolkata, 1
Kolkata: Sitalkuchi, once
etched into Bengal’s politi-
cal consciousness by the
tragic events of April 10,
2021, returned to the centre
of electoral discourse on
Wednesday as Trinamool
Congress national general
secretary Abhishek Baner-
jee addressed a massive
gathering at the Sitalkuchi
Panchayat Samiti play-
ground in Cooch Behar dis-
trict. With an unmistakable

counter-accusations between rival politi-
cal formations, further polarising the elec-
toral landscape. Addressing a campaign
rally, Banerjee expressed satisfaction with
the apex court’s clarification, asserting
that attempts were being made to manip-
ulate the voter list through bulk submis-
sions. “I am happy today. The Supreme
Court has delivered a good order,” she
said, alleging that sacks filled with Form
6 applications were being deposited to in-
sert names from outside the state into the
voter rolls. Her remarks underscore the
high political stakes attached to the voter

forms at once. The issue reached the
Supreme Court amid concerns about pro-
cedural fairness and transparency in the
appeals process related to voter list dis-
putes. In its earlier observation, the court
had stated that appellate tribunals should
not accept any new documents that were
not previously submitted before judicial
officers. However, after concerns were
raised by petitioners regarding practical
difficulties, the court modified its direc-
tive. It clarified that tribunals may accept
fresh documents, but only after thor-
oughly verifying their authenticity. The

mitted nearly 30,000 Form 6 applications
even after the publication of the final
electoral roll. He questioned the propriety
of entertaining such submissions at a
stage when the rolls were largely settled
and judicial processes concerning dis-
puted names were already underway. The
Supreme Court’s revised directive at-
tempts to strike a balance between proce-
dural flexibility and safeguarding against
misuse. By emphasising verification be-
fore acceptance, the court has reinforced
the principle that electoral rolls must re-
flect genuine, lawfully qualified voters.

Student, Youth, and Women's Teams Go
Door-to-Door to Gauge Voter Sentiment

Staff Reporter, Kolkata, 1
April: The Trinamool Con-
gress has unveiled an ambi-
tious, meticulously planned
grassroots  outreach  pro-
gramme designed to reach
every voter across West Ben-
gal. The strategy, inspired by
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee and articulated by party
leader Abhishek Banerjee at a
recent workers’ meeting in

its student, youth and women’s
wings fan out across con-
stituencies. Each Assembly
segment will have a dedicated
team of roughly 100 members,

observers will accompany the
teams to oversee coordination
and reporting. The focus of the
programme is not confronta-
tion, but connection. Workers
will inquire whether residents
are receiving benefits from
flagship welfare schemes such
as Kanyashree, Lakshmir
Bhandar, Yuvashree and Kar-
mashree. They will also seeck
feedback, listen to grievances
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as a decisive political shift
in the region.Standing be-
fore a sea of supporters,
Banerjee declared that if the
crowd present were to stand
in line and cast their votes,
the BJP would struggle to
find polling agents in Cooch
Behar for the next decade.
His statement drew loud
cheers, underscoring the
charged atmosphere at the
rally in a constituency that
the BJP had wrested in the
2021 Assembly elections.

At the outset of his
speech, Banerjee revisited
the Sitalkuchi firing incident
during the fourth phase of
polling in 2021, when four
young villagers — Hamidul
Miya, Moniruzzaman Miya,
Samiul Haque and Nur Alam
Hossain — were killed in fir-
ing allegedly by central
forces outside a booth in Jor-
patki. The episode had sent
shockwaves across the state
and remains a deeply emo-
tive subject in the region.
Banerjee accused the BJP
and its allies of capturing
votes “at gunpoint” and said
the memory of that day still
lingers in the hearts of the
people. Describing the up-
coming election as a “vote of
protest” and a “vote of resist-
ance,” he urged supporters to
respond democratically and
decisively. He also expressed
gratitude for the turnout at
the rally, stating that the af-
fection shown by the people
of Sitalkuchi would remain a
lifelong debt he intended to
repay through development.
Banerjee went on to outline
various initiatives under-
taken by the state govern-
ment in Sitalkuchi and
across Cooch Behar district.
He cited the construction of
new bridges in areas such as
Rathardanga, Kacharighat
and Naodabas, the establish-
ment of English-medium
government schools, the de-
velopment of a Kisan
Mandi, a Karmatirtha centre
in Khalsamari and a new fire
station.

Out of Car and Charges Forward!

heard saying. The exchange

[/

Staff Reporter, Kolkata, 1
April: As Trinamool Con-
gress’ star candidate and out-

MLA Soham

CHITTAJIT DUTTA

Kolkata, 1 April: Suvendu
Adhikari lost his composure
after being greeted with chants
of “Joy Bangla” during a visit
to a local Muslim household.
The slogan, politically associ-
ated with the ruling Trinamool
Congress, appeared to irk the
BJP leader, prompting him to
step out of his vehicle and di-
rectly address those raising the
chants. The incident took
place inside the Nandigram
Assembly constituency, a po-
litically sensitive battleground
that has remained in sharp
focus since the 2021 elections.
Adhikari had gone to meet
members of a Muslim family
as part of his outreach pro-
gramme when a group of lo-

cals surrounded his vehicle
and began chanting slogans.
Witnesses said the atmosphere
grew tense for a few minutes
as the chants grew louder. Vis-
ibly agitated, Adhikari got
down from his car and turned
toward the crowd. In a firm
tone, he warned, “I will not
allow what happened in 2021
to happen again. Times have
changed. Do not behave like
this.” He added that he has
every right to visit any house-
hold in his constituency and
insisted that he has extended
help to people from all com-
munities through his MLA of-
fice. “I will go to every
Muslim house. Everyone has
received assistance from my
office. Do not act like this
when you see me,” he was

briefly heightened tensions in
the area, though there was no
major breach of law and order.
Police personnel and central
forces were already deployed
nearby, given the heightened
political activity in the run-up
to the Assembly elections. Of-
ficials acted swiftly to prevent
any escalation, and calm re-
turned shortly after Adhikari
left the locality. The Tri-
namool Congress wasted no
time in reacting to the episode.
Party leaders claimed that the
incident reflected Adhikari’s
anxiety ahead of the polls.
According to them, he has re-
alised that his political
ground in Nandigram is
weakening. Trinamool repre-
sentatives alleged that Ad-
hikari is now attempting to
reach out to Muslim voters
after sensing discontent
among sections of his tradi-
tional support base. As
Nandigram once again be-
comes the stage for high-volt-

age political drama,
Wednesday’s episode under-
lines how  emotionally

charged the campaign trail
has become, with slogans
alone capable of igniting con-
frontation in one of Bengal’s
most closely watched con-
stituencies.

going
Chakraborty faces allegations
of financial fraud, with a case
now filed against him in the
Calcutta High Court. The de-
velopment has injected a new
layer of political tension into
the Karimpur Assembly con-
test, where Soham has been
fielded by the ruling party
after a shift from his earlier
Chandipur seat. The com-
plaint has been lodged by
Shahid Imam, who alleges
that in 2021 he entered into a
financial agreement with the
actor-turned-politician for the
production of a film. Accord-
ing to the petition, a deal
worth %1 crore was struck,
and Soham received 68 lakh
in installments. However, the
film was never completed,
and the money, the petitioner
claims, was not fully re-
turned. The matter is ex-
pected to come up for hearing
next week before the bench
of Justice Gaurang Kant.
Imam, who was arrested in
2022 in connection with a re-
cruitment scam and later re-
leased on bail after nearly
two years in custody, has
stated that he had been asso-
ciated with the Trinamool’s
youth wing at the time he ex-
tended the loan.

hishek made it clear that elec-
toral success would hinge not
merely on rallies or slogans,
but on sustained, personal en-
gagement. Acting on that di-
rective, the party has
structured a three-phase, As-
sembly-wise campaign that
will see separate teams from

phases. First, members of the
student wing will visit homes
with campaign leaflets and ini-
tiate conversations. They will
be followed by youth wing
representatives, and finally by
women’s wing members, who
will engage especially with
women voters. Constituency

will run parallel to the candi-
dates’ own campaign sched-
ules. While nominees will
conduct rallies and public
meetings, the three-pronged
teams will independently
maintain door-to-door engage-
ment, ensuring no voter feels
overlooked.

CEQ's Office Becomes a 'Hotspot"
Turmoil Erupts Amidst SUCI Protests:
Section 163 Imposed on Strand Road

Staff Reporter, Kolkata, 1 April: The Socialist
Unity Centre of India (SUCI) outside the office
of the Chief Electoral Officer turned volatile,
triggering clashes with police and bringing traf-
fic along Strand Road and parts of Hare Street
to a grinding halt. The agitation, centered on al-
legations of deletion of names of valid voters
from the electoral rolls, added another layer of
tension to an already politically charged atmos-
phere in the city.For the past two days, the CEO
office has emerged as a political flashpoint. On
Tuesday, confrontations between BJP and Tri-
namool Congress supporters had heightened
tensions, while Trinamool-affiliated booth-level
officers staged an overnight demonstration over
allegations that large numbers of Form 6 appli-
cations were being submitted under question-
able circumstances. Section 144 had been
imposed around the office premises to prevent
unlawful assembly.

On Wednesday, as SUCI supporters
marched toward the CEO office protesting what
they described as the inclusion of fake voters
and exclusion of genuine ones, police had al-
ready erected barricades along the expected

route of the procession. As the marchers reached
Strand Road, tempers flared. Protesters at-
tempted to break through the barricades, leading
to heated arguments and physical scuffles with
police personnel deployed in large numbers to
secure the area.The unrest caused severe disrup-
tion to traffic movement. Buses headed toward
Howrah were stranded for hours, leaving daily
commuters stuck in long queues under swelter-
ing conditions. Office-goers and residents ex-
pressed frustration as the standoff between
protesters and law enforcement turned the busy
thoroughfare into a virtual no-go zone.

Authorities enforced Section 163 outside
the CEO office gate as a preventive measure
amid fears of escalation. Senior police officials
were seen monitoring the situation closely to
prevent further deterioration of law and order.
The commission’s office with a bag full of Form
6 applications. Trinamool-affiliated booth-level
officers claimed to have intercepted him, spark-
ing protests. The Election Commission subse-
quently clarified that any citizen has the right to
submit claims and applications as per proce-
dure.

India Poised to Resume Iranian il Imports After Seven Years, Signaling Strategic Shiit Amid Global Turmoil

Staff Reporter, New Delhi, 1 April: India
appears poised to resume crude oil imports
from Iran after a gap of nearly seven years.
According to shipping intelligence sources,
a vessel carrying approximately 600,000
barrels of Iranian crude has set sail from
Kharg Island and is expected to dock at a
port in Gujarat in the coming days. If con-
firmed, the shipment would mark the first
significant movement of Iranian oil to In-
dian shores since 2019, when imports were
halted under pressure from United States
sanctions imposed during the presidency of
Donald Trump. The reported shipment has
sparked intense speculation within diplo-
matic and energy circles. Vessel tracking
firm Kpler has indicated that the tanker Ping

Shun, operating under the flag of Eswatini,
departed from Iran’s Kharg Island terminal
loaded with crude and is currently charting
a course that suggests Gujarat as its likely
destination. The vessel is expected to anchor
around April 4, though experts caution that
ships carrying sanctioned crude often alter
their declared routes at the last moment to
avoid scrutiny. Despite such uncertainties,
industry observers believe the cargo may in-
deed be headed to India. Before the sanc-
tions regime took effect, India was Iran’s
second-largest oil customer. The bilateral
energy partnership had deepened signifi-
cantly in the early 2000s, with [ranian crude
forming a critical component of India’s di-
versified import basket. The arrangement

offered India favorable payment terms and
logistical advantages, particularly for re-
fineries configured to process Iranian
grades. However, that longstanding trade re-
lationship was abruptly severed in May
2019 after Washington withdrew from the

Iran nuclear deal and reinstated sweeping
sanctions, warning of punitive measures
against countries continuing to purchase
Iranian oil. Faced with the prospect of sec-
ondary sanctions, New Delhi complied and
ceased all imports from Tehran. The deci-
sion marked a difficult recalibration of
India’s strategic autonomy, as it sought to
balance energy security needs with its grow-
ing ties to the United States. Over the sub-
sequent years, India diversified its sourcing,
significantly increasing purchases from
Russia and other suppliers to cushion the
impact. The present geopolitical landscape,
however, appears to be shifting. The ongo-
ing conflict involving Iran, Israel and the
United States has severely disrupted global

oil markets, triggering volatility in prices
and supply chains. In response to mounting
pressure from energy-importing nations, the
U.S. administration has reportedly relaxed
its stance toward certain oil transactions in-
volving sanctioned producers. Observers
note that Washington’s evolving posture re-
flects pragmatic concerns over stabilizing
global energy flows during a period of
heightened instability. Against this back-
drop, India’s potential re-entry into the Iran-
ian oil market is being interpreted as both
an economic and diplomatic maneuver. Se-
curing access to Iranian crude would pro-
vide Indian refiners with greater flexibility
at a time when international prices remain
unpredictable.
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Tension Erupts
Outside CEO 0f-
fice Over Form 6
Allegations;
Heavy Security
Blanket Ensures
Calm After Night
of Sloganeering

Staff reporter, Kolkata, 1
April : The Chief Electoral
Officer’s office on Strand
Road began Tuesday after-
noon, with protests, counter-
slogans and a heavy police
deployment transforming the
administrative zone into a
high-alert security corridor.
Though the immediate unrest
subsided by Wednesday
morning, the reverberations
of the confrontation continue
to echo across the state’s
charged pre-election land-
scape.

The flashpoint emerged
when several booth-level of-
ficers aligned with the ruling
Trinamool Congress gathered
outside the newly established
CEO office, alleging that in-
dividuals had arrived carry-
ing bags filled with Form 6
applications to submit di-
rectly at the office. Form 6 is
used for inclusion of names
in the electoral roll, and any
irregularity connected to its
submission is bound to trig-
ger suspicion during an elec-
tion season already marked
by intense scrutiny.

Raising slogans and de-
manding action, the protest-
ing booth-level officers
claimed that the submission
of bulk applications at the
CEO office was irregular and
warranted immediate inter-
vention. The situation esca-
lated swiftly when BIJP
workers also reached the
spot. Within minutes, the ad-
ministrative stretch outside
the CEO headquarters be-
came a theatre of political
confrontation, with both
sides  shouting  slogans
against each other and accus-
ing their rivals of manipulat-
ing electoral procedures.

Police personnel, sup-
ported by central forces,
were deployed in significant
numbers to prevent physical
clashes. Barricades were
erected to keep the two
groups apart, and officers
were seen struggling at times
to contain the swelling crowd
and rising tempers. As
evening descended, the
standoff showed little sign of
dissipating. The tension lin-
gered well into the night,
with sporadic sloganeering
and confrontational ex-
changes continuing under
tight security watch.

However, by Wednes-
day morning, the visible
crowd had dispersed. There
were no fresh gatherings out-
side the CEO office, though
the security presence re-
mained strikingly heavy.

Auto LPG Price Soars hy 312.28 Overnight, Commercial Gylin-
der Up by 3218; Commuters Brace for Fare Hike in Kolkata

Staff reporter, Kolkata, 1 April In a single
stroke, the price of auto gas has increased by
%12.28 per litre, pushing the cost from Z70 on
Tuesday to ¥80.96 from Wednesday morning. With
this latest revision, the cumulative increase in auto
LPG prices over the past month now stands at ap-
proximately %25, placing immense pressure on
thousands of auto-rickshaw drivers who rely on the
fuel for their daily livelihood.

The sudden spike has triggered anxiety among
transport operators and passengers alike. Auto driv-
ers have made it clear that absorbing such a steep
increase is no longer viable. Many have indicated
that fare hikes are now unavoidable, with several
routes already witnessing revised rates. Drivers op-
erating on routes where fares had remained un-
changed are now preparing to demand similar
revisions, arguing that operational costs have
surged beyond sustainable levels.

According to industry data, the current hike is
part of a broader upward trend that began in March.
On March 11, the price of auto LPG rose by %5, in-
creasing from X57.68 per litre to 362.68. Later, on
March 31, another hike of X7.32 pushed the price
to X70 per litre. Wednesday’s increase of 312.28
marks the steepest single revision in this cycle,
bringing the cumulative monthly rise to nearly 325
per litre. The new rates came into effect immedi-
ately upon the issuance of the official directive.

Auto drivers across Kolkata have expressed
frustration, stating that while fuel prices climb
steadily, fare revisions are often delayed due to reg-
ulatory processes and public resistance. For many
drivers, daily earnings are already strained by ris-
ing maintenance costs, loan repayments, and

TMC Writes to Calcutta High Court Chief Justice,
Seeks Wider Access to Voter List Tribunals Amid

household expenses. They argue that without a pro-
portional fare adjustment, sustaining operations be-
comes increasingly difficult. Several driver unions
are expected to hold meetings to discuss coordi-
nated action regarding fare revisions.

The impact of rising fuel prices is not limited
to the transport sector. On the same day, the price
of'a 19-kg commercial LPG cylinder was hiked by
%218, taking the new cost to ¥2,208. The revised
rate has also come into immediate effect. This

marks yet another substantial increase in commer-
cial cooking gas prices in 2026. At the start of the
year, on January 1, commercial cylinder prices
were raised by Z111. A further 349 increase fol-
lowed on February 1, and in early March, prices
climbed by another X31. The latest hike continues
this upward trajectory, compounding the financial
strain on restaurants, small eateries, caterers and
other commercial establishments.

Industry observers point to global fuel supply
disruptions as a major contributing factor behind
the persistent price escalation. Since February,

geopolitical tensions and conflict in West Asia have
disrupted energy markets worldwide, triggering
supply constraints and price volatility. India, which
relies heavily on energy imports, has not been im-
mune to these developments. The ripple effects are
now being felt across multiple sectors, from trans-
portation to hospitality and household consump-
tion.

For daily commuters in Kolkata, the prospect
of higher auto fares adds to existing financial bur-
dens. Autos serve as a critical last-mile connectiv-
ity option in the city, especially in areas not directly
served by metro or bus routes. Even a marginal fare
increase can significantly impact regular passen-
gers, including office-goers, students and small
traders who depend on affordable shared transport.

Restaurant owners and small business opera-
tors are also grappling with tough decisions. The
sharp rise in commercial LPG prices may force
eateries to reconsider menu pricing. Many small es-
tablishments operate on thin profit margins and
struggle to pass on increased costs to customers
without risking a drop in footfall. Some owners
have indicated that further hikes may compel them
to adjust food prices in the coming weeks.

The cascading effect of fuel price inflation un-
derscores the delicate balance between global en-
ergy dynamics and local economic realities. While
policymakers continue to monitor the situation, im-
mediate relief appears uncertain. Fuel pricing re-
mains closely tied to international benchmarks, and
volatility in global markets often translates into do-
mestic adjustments. As Kolkata navigates this latest
surge in fuel costs, both transport operators and
consumers find themselves in a difficult position.

Houthis Claim
"Third Joint Mis-
sile Operation'

Mounting Deletions Before Bengal Election 2026 Tarueting lsrael

Staff reporter, Kolkata, 1
April : The Trinamool Con-
gress has formally ap-
proached the Chief Justice of
the Calcutta High Court with
a series of proposals aimed at
making the newly constituted
tribunals more accessible and
transparent. The develop-
ments come in the run-up to
the crucial Bengal Election
2026, intensifying political
and legal scrutiny over the
voter verification process.

With names Dbeing
struck off from the rolls fol-
lowing publication of supple-
mentary  lists, affected
individuals have been ad-
vised by the Election Com-
mission to approach
designated tribunals for re-
dress. These tribunals have
been set up in accordance
with directives from the
Supreme Court of India to
hear pending cases relating to
voter eligibility across dis-
tricts in the state. A notifica-
tion has already been issued
for the formation of 19 such
tribunals to examine applica-
tions from those whose
names are under dispute or
have been deleted.

Against this backdrop,
the Trinamool Congress has
sought structural and proce-
dural reforms to ensure that
appellants are not denied
practical access to justice. In

its letter to the Chief Justice
of the Calcutta High Court,
the party has requested that
individuals be allowed to file
appeals not only at a single
centralized location but also
physically at Block Develop-
ment Office premises across
districts. The proposal argues
that limiting access to spe-
cific offices could create lo-
gistical hurdles, particularly
for elderly and economically
disadvantaged citizens resid-
ing in remote rural areas.
The party has further
urged that applications
should be accepted at District
Magistrate and Sub-Divi-
sional Officer offices in addi-
tion to BDO offices, thereby
decentralizing the process
and reducing administrative
bottlenecks. While the option
of online submission has
been acknowledged, the Tri-
namool has stressed the im-
mediate need for a parallel
offline appeal mechanism. It
has called for the prompt is-
suance of a notification en-
abling offline filing, warning
that reliance solely on digital
platforms may exclude a sig-
nificant section of the popu-
lation with limited internet
access or digital literacy.
Among the key recom-
mendations is the introduc-
tion of a structured system
allowing appellants to choose

between physical and virtual
hearings before the tribunals.
The party has suggested that
applicants be formally noti-
fied of their hearing dates
through clear and timely
communication channels. It
has also recommended that
the online portal for filing ap-
peals provide a dedicated op-
tion for uploading supporting
documents, ensuring that ap-
plicants can attach relevant
records without procedural
ambiguity.

For those opting to file
appeals in person, the Tri-
namool has proposed that a
standardized form be pre-
scribed, accompanied by a
clear list of permissible sup-
porting documents. The letter
further emphasizes that ap-
pellants submitting applica-
tions physically should be
issued official receipts ac-
knowledging  submission,
thereby safeguarding them
against future disputes over
procedural compliance.

In addition, the party
has appealed for daily publi-
cation of tribunal outcomes,
particularly in light of the
compressed timeline ahead
of the Assembly polls. With
the election schedule loom-
ing large, concerns have been
raised about whether deci-
sions on appeals will be de-
livered swiftly enough to

enable eligible voters to par-
ticipate in the democratic
process. The Trinamool has
argued that publishing out-
comes on a daily basis would
enhance transparency and re-
duce anxiety among affected
citizens.

The supplementary
voter list controversy has al-
ready assumed political sig-
nificance, with allegations
and counter-allegations being
traded between parties over
the integrity of the revision
process. While the Election
Commission maintains that
the tribunal route provides a
lawful and structured avenue
for redress, the Trinamool’s
intervention seeks to ensure
that procedural technicalities
do not effectively disenfran-
chise voters.

Legal observers note
that the Supreme Court’s di-
rection to establish tribunals
was aimed at expediting the
resolution of disputes while
maintaining judicial over-
sight. However, the opera-
tional details of how citizens
can access these forums re-
main critical. Administrative
efficiency, technological ac-
cessibility and geographical
reach will determine whether
the mechanism functions as
an effective safeguard or be-
comes another layer of com-
plexity.

Russian Military Plane Crashes Into Crimean Mountains Dur-
ing Drill, All 29 Aboard Feared Dead Amid War-Time Tensions

Staff reporter, Moscow, 1 April : A Russian trans-
port aircraft crashed into mountainous terrain in
Crimea, killing all 29 people on board. The aircraft,
identified as an Antonov An-26, went down shortly
after takeoff during a scheduled training sortie,
prompting immediate rescue operations and raising
urgent questions in the midst of the ongoing war
with Ukraine.

According to statements cited by Russian state
news agency TASS, the aircraft had taken off with
29 personnel aboard as part of a routine drill organ-
ized by the Russian armed forces. However, within
minutes of departure, communication with the air-
craft was reportedly lost. Subsequent reports con-
firmed that the plane had collided with a mountain
near Crimea and was completely destroyed in the
crash.

Emergency response teams were swiftly dis-
patched to the crash site. Images and preliminary
accounts described a scene of scattered debris
across rugged terrain, complicating rescue and re-
covery efforts. Officials later confirmed that there
were no survivors among the 29 individuals on
board. The identities of the victims have not yet
been officially disclosed, but they are believed to
include military personnel participating in the ex-
ercise.

The aircraft involved in the crash was an
Antonov An-26, a twin-engine turboprop transport
plane widely used for both military and civilian
purposes. Designed in the Soviet era, the An-26
first entered service in the late 1960s and has since
been deployed for short- and medium-range trans-
port missions, troop movement, cargo delivery, and
training exercises. Capable of carrying up to 40
passengers along with freight, the aircraft has long
been a workhorse in several countries’ fleets.

Russian defense authorities have dismissed
speculation that the crash may have been caused by
hostile action. In the tense climate of the ongoing
conflict with Ukraine, social media and some inde-
pendent commentators were quick to question
whether the aircraft might have been targeted.
However, the Russian military has stated that pre-
liminary findings point toward a technical malfunc-
tion rather than any external attack. Officials
emphasized that a full investigation is underway
and that the final cause will be determined after a
thorough technical and forensic analysis.

The timing of the incident has inevitably am-
plified scrutiny. With the war between Russia and
Ukraine continuing to shape regional security dy-
namics, any military accident is bound to draw in-
tense attention. Crimea, which was annexed by
Russia in 2014 and remains a strategically signifi-
cant region, has been at the center of military de-
ployments and logistical operations. Although
authorities insist that there is no evidence of sabo-
tage or missile strikes in this case, the broader
geopolitical backdrop has fueled widespread spec-
ulation.

The An-26 has been involved in several fatal

accidents in recent years, underscoring concerns
about aging military aircraft still in service. In
2020, an An-26 crashed near Kharkiv in Ukraine
during a training flight, killing 28 people. The same
year, another An-26 accident in South Sudan
claimed eight lives. Reports indicate that another
crash involving the aircraft type occurred in 2022.
Aviation analysts have often pointed to mainte-
nance challenges and the operational strain placed
on older fleets as contributing factors in such inci-
dents.

While the Russian military has stressed that
the aircraft was undergoing a standard exercise,
questions remain about maintenance protocols and
fleet modernization. Many Soviet-era aircraft con-
tinue to serve due to their rugged design and relia-
bility over decades of service, but experts argue
that extended operational lifespans increase vulner-
ability to mechanical failure if upgrades and in-
spections are not meticulously maintained.

In its initial statement, the Russian Defense
Ministry described the flight as a routine drill and
confirmed that contact was lost shortly after take-
off. Investigators are expected to examine flight
data recorders and maintenance logs to determine
whether engine failure, navigational error, or an-
other mechanical issue precipitated the crash.
Weather conditions at the time of the incident have
not yet been officially detailed, though mountain-
ous terrain can present significant challenges even
under normal circumstances.

As recovery operations continue in Crimea,
the tragedy has cast a somber shadow over military
operations in the region. Families of the victims are
awaiting official confirmation and further informa-
tion, while the armed forces confront yet another
aviation disaster amid ongoing wartime pressures.

Staff reporter, Gaza, 1 April
: The Yemeni Armed Forces
have announced the execu-
tion of their "third joint oper-
ation" in coordination with
allied groups in Iran and
Lebanon, targeting "sensitive
sites" in "south of occupied
Palestine."In a post on X, the
official spokesperson of the
Yemeni Armed  Forces,
Yahya Saree, said the opera-
tion involved cooperation
with "Brother Mujahideen"
in Iran and Hezbollah. The
statement claimed that a
salvo of ballistic missiles was
launched at "sensitive sites of
the Israeli enemy, south of
occupied Palestine."

Meanwhile, according
to the IDF's official Telegram
channel, the Israel Defence
Forces (IDF) on Wednesday
identified missiles launched
from Iran towards Israel. Ac-
cording to the IDF, defensive
systems were operating to in-
tercept the threat. The Home
Front Command had sent a
precautionary directive di-
rectly to mobile phones in the
relevant areas.

Earlier, on Sunday,
Yemen's Houthis announced
a "second military operation"
targeting Israel in a signifi-
cant escalation of the ongo-
ing West Asia conflict, using
a barrage of cruise missiles
and drones against what it
described as "vital and mili-
tary sites" in southern occu-
pied Palestine.

In a statement posted on
Telegram, Yahya Saree, the
Houthis' military spokesper-
son, said that the operation
was launched as part of the
"Holy Jihad Battle" and coin-
cided with military actions by
allied groups, including
forces in Iran and Hezbollah
in Lebanon. He added that the
second operation "success-
fully achieved its objectives."

"Forces carried out the
second military operation in
the "Holy Jihad Battle" with
a barrage of cruise missiles
and drones targeting several
vital and military sites be-
longing to the Zionist enemy
in southern occupied Pales-
tine. This operation coin-
cided with the military
operations being carried out
by our mujahideen brothers
in Iran and Hezbollah in
Lebanon, and, by the grace of
Allah, it successfully
achieved its objectives," the
statement read. This came
moments after the Iranian-
backed group in Yemen offi-
cially joined the conflict in
the region, earlier on Satur-
day.According to Iran's Tas-
nim News Agency, the
Yemeni Armed Forces said
the latest strike was con-
ducted "in support of the re-
sistance fronts" and marked
their third such coordinated
operation.

Staff reporter, Kolkata, 1 April : As officials of the Enforce-
ment Directorate carried out search operations at multiple lo-
cations in Kolkata, including the residence of businessman
Biswajit Poddar, popularly known as Sona Pappu, in the up-
scale Ballygunge area of South Kolkata.

The early morning raid at Sona Pappu’s residence sent
ripples across the city’s political and business circles. Simul-
taneously, search operations were also conducted at several
other premises linked to construction firms under scrutiny, in-
cluding an office located on Ashwini Dutta Road. According
to preliminary information from investigative sources, the ac-
tion is part of an ongoing probe into alleged multi-crore illegal
financial transactions involving certain construction compa-
nies and individuals associated with them.

Officials are reportedly examining documents, financial
records and digital data to determine whether large sums of
money were routed through dubious channels. Investigators
are particularly focusing on whether any portion of the alleged
funds was diverted to influential individuals. While the agency
has not yet issued an official public statement detailing the
exact nature of the case, sources indicate that the probe re-
volves around suspected irregularities in financial dealings
linked to real estate and infrastructure operations.

Sona Pappu, known in business and political circles, has
often been described as being close to leaders of the ruling
Trinamool Congress. His name had recently surfaced in con-
nection with a clash near Rabindra Sarobar, although no for-
mal charges were publicly detailed in that instance.
Wednesday’s search operation has once again thrust him into
the spotlight, particularly given the timing—just ahead of the
state’s crucial electoral battle.

The political undercurrents surrounding the raid have fur-
ther deepened speculation. Notably, Ballygunge, the con-
stituency where Sona Pappu resides, is represented by
outgoing MLA and Trinamool Congress candidate Debasish
Kumar, who was summoned by the Enforcement Directorate
only days ago in connection with a separate investigation. The
back-to-back actions have prompted questions within political
circles about the broader implications of the agency’s moves
during the election season.

Reacting to the developments, Sona Pappu’s legal coun-
sel termed the raid politically motivated. Speaking to re-
porters, the lawyer stated that his client and his client’s wife
were not present at home when officials arrived. According to
him, he learned about the incident from his client’s wife, who
returned to the residence while the search was underway. The
counsel emphasized that his client has no pending land-related
cases and claimed that the agency had not clearly communi-
cated the specific grounds for the search at the time of his
statement.He further alleged that his client was being repeat-
edly targeted due to political affiliations. Maintaining that the
action amounted to harassment, the lawyer said they would
respond appropriately once the Enforcement Directorate for-
mally conveyed the details of the allegations or provided doc-
umentation outlining the basis of the investigation.

Today's Horoscope

ARIES : Career decisions and money matters
will keep you busy today. And after all the work,
you will want to spend some leisure time and
take it easy. A leisure trip may materialise.

TAURUS : You will win the heart of your family
members today, forecasts Ganesha. Try and delay
auction bids or sealed tenders. Job aspirants may
look forward to belated success in interviews.

GEMINI : Your business rivals may compete
with you in sales and deals today, warns Gane-
sha. Care and concern must be the two watch-
words in all your dealings.

CANCER: Today, you may have to do a lot of
multi-tasking at work, predicts Ganesha. And you
are likely to do it with the dexterity of a juggler.
You will finish your pending tasks with ease.

LEO : You will exercise your will today and will
be in the mood to soar like a free bird today. You
will not be in the mood to listen to anyone. Work
related travel will be beneficial.
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VIRGO: Today you need to carry on with your suc-
cess without resting on your past laurels. You will also
need to stay focused and organised to continue with
the same success level that you enjoyed in the past.

LIBRA: If there's a knock on your door today,
there's a very strong possibility it might be a mar-
riage proposal. Don't get startled, and grab op-
portunities that come knocking (literally!).
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SCORPIO: It seems, the book, 'How to win
friends and influence people' has left a great im-
pact on your mind, bringing about a lot of
change in your practical life too.
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SAGITTARIUS: Running helter-skelter and
muddling of affairs is on the menu. Expect not
to find even a moment's peace. But take a break,
says Ganesha.

CAPRICORN: Impulsiveness, which is not really
your trait, will be very evident in whatever work
you do today, say Ganesha. Money matters will
keep you preoccupied for major part of the day.

AQUARIUS: Lady Luck gazes lovingly upon you
today! Bosses are pleased, colleagues are happy, and
this makes work seem like leisure. You may want to
get in touch with old friends who have moved far away.

PIECES: You will have frequent mood swings
today but you will still manage to fix a work re-
lated goal. Your mood will be better if you focus
on work.
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Bollywood actor Neha Sharma poses for photographs during the Grazia Fashion

Awards 2026, in Mumbai, Maharashtra.
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Actor Rajkummar Rao Reveals
Title Of Sourav Ganguly Biopic

Staff Reporter, Mumbai, 1
April: Rajkummar Rao is all
set to play Sourav Ganguly in
an upcoming biopic on the for-
mer Indian captain. The actor
took to Instagram earlier today
to announce that filming has of-
ficially begun. Sharing an In-
stagram carousel, the first
picture revealed the title of the
film, "And it begins... The one
and only #DADA." The first
picture featured a clapboard
with the film's title - Dada The
Sourav Ganguly Story.<Vikra-
maditya Motwane also shared a
picture of the "Sourav Ganguly
Stand" at Eden Gardens,
Kolkata. The actor admitted to
being "extremely nervous"
about the role, but is equally ex-
cited about the challenge. "I am
nervous... It's a huge responsi-
bility, but it's going to be a lot
of fun," he said. To the fans' de-
light, Rajkummar Rao even
showed off his Bengali speak-
ing skills during the interview.
It is a language he has picked
up over the years thanks to his
wife, actor Patralekhaa, who is
Bengali. Rajkummar Rao is
also confident about getting the
Bengali accent right on screen,
he added. Sourav Ganguly, one
of India's most successful
cricket captains, recently en-

dorsed Rajkummar Rao's cast-
ing in his biopic. "I think the
right person is doing it... I'll
help him with everything,"
Ganguly said. The former skip-
per, who played for India be-
tween 1992 and 2008, revealed
that the film will go on floors in
January 2026 and is slated for a
theatrical release in December
the same year. Sourav Ganguly
also stated, "Rajkummar has
been locked for the film. I don't
think anyone else can play me
better than him." The former
India captain is closely in-
volved in the creative process
of the biopic, which will chron-
icle his journey from Kolkata's
streets to the higher echelon of
Indian cricket. Rajkummar Rao
has sparked widespread discus-
sion online with a new look
featured in a viral video. His

hairstyle, tinted glasses, and
beard-moustache combination
quickly became the focus of at-
tention, with social media users
debating whether the transfor-
mation was for his rumoured
role as former India captain
Sourav Ganguly or due to hair
loss. Addressing the specula-
tion, the actor issued a clarifi-
cation, confirming the look is
for his upcoming biopic,
Nikam. While a large section of
the internet assumed the ap-
pearance was for the Sourav
Ganguly film, Rao said he will
begin preparing for that project
after completing Nikam. About
The Viral Video In the viral
video, Rajkummar is seen pos-
ing for photographers at an
event, later joined by film-
maker Farah Khan and casting
director Mukesh Chhabra.

A Bundie of Joy for the Ahujas:
Sonam Kapoor and Anand
Ahuja Welcome Their Second
Son, Reha Shares First Glimpse

Staff Reporter, Mumbai, 1 April: Bollywood actress Sonam
Kapoor and entrepreneur Anand Ahuja, March 29 marked such a
cherished moment as they welcomed their second child, a baby
boy, into their lives. The joyous announcement sent social media
into a frenzy, with congratulatory messages pouring in from fans,
friends, and colleagues across the industry.Sonam Kapoor, known
for her elegance and distinctive voice in fashion and cinema,
shared the delightful news with heartfelt gratitude. Expressing her
happiness, she revealed that she and Anand had once again been
blessed with a son. In her message, she wrote about how their
family had grown larger and even more vibrant with the little
one’s arrival. The couple’s elder son, Vayu, she noted, was thrilled
to welcome his younger brother into the world. With poetic
warmth, Sonam reflected that this new chapter would allow the
family of four to script yet another beautiful story together.

The announcement quickly became a trending topic, as ad-
mirers eagerly sought a glimpse of the newborn. The curiosity
was only natural; celebrity babies often capture public imagina-
tion, and every detail becomes a subject of fascination. The first
visual introduction, however, did not come directly from the
proud parents but from Sonam’s sister, producer and stylist Reha
Kapoor. Reha shared an endearing photograph of her nephew
resting peacefully in her arms. Wrapped snugly in a soft towel,
the baby’s face remained delicately shielded from the camera,
preserving a sense of intimacy and privacy. Yet what could not
be hidden was his thick head of hair, clearly visible and already
sparking affectionate comments.In her caption, Reha poured out
her affection, describing the newborn as the driving force behind
his mother’s kind heart and generous spirit. The sentiment res-
onated deeply with followers, who flooded the comments sec-
tion with heart emojis and blessings. Industry peers joined in the
celebration, offering warm wishes and expressing delight at the
expanding Kapoor-Ahuja family.

What stands out in this moment is Sonam’s decision to
share the news and an early glimpse so soon after childbirth. In
recent years, many celebrities have chosen to maintain strict pri-
vacy regarding their children, often keeping their faces hidden
from public view for extended periods. From Anushka Sharma
and Alia Bhatt to Kareena Kapoor Khan, several prominent ac-
tresses have opted to shield their newborns from immediate
media exposure. Sonam’s approach appears refreshingly open,
though she has balanced transparency with discretion by not re-
vealing her son’s face.Motherhood has been a transformative
journey for Sonam. Ever since welcoming Vayu, she has spoken
candidly about the profound shift in priorities and emotions that
comes with raising a child. The birth of her second son seems
to have deepened that sense of fulfillment. Her message radiated
gratitude and serenity, reflecting a woman embracing both her
personal and professional identities with grace.

For Anand Ahuja, too, this marks another milestone in a
life that seamlessly blends business acumen with a grounded
family ethos. The couple, who tied the knot in a lavish yet heart-
felt ceremony, have consistently demonstrated a partnership
rooted in mutual respect and shared values. Their expanding
family now symbolizes not just personal joy but also the conti-
nuity of a legacy steeped in creativity and entrepreneurship. The
Kapoor household, long synonymous with cinematic heritage,
has once again become the center of affectionate attention. Yet
beyond the glitz lies a universal story of love and renewal. A
newborn’s arrival carries hope, promise, and the quiet wonder
of new beginnings. For Sonam and Anand, it signifies a fuller
home, laughter echoing in corridors, and the delicate responsi-
bility of nurturing two young lives.The newest member of the
Ahuja family has already captured countless hearts. Though his
tiny face remains unseen, the warmth surrounding his birth
speaks volumes. In the days to come, as the family settles into
its new rhythm, fans will undoubtedly await more glimpses of
this joyful chapter. For now, the simple image of a contented in-
fant cradled in his aunt’s arms is enough to remind everyone that
even in the dazzling world of cinema.

From Silver Screen Sovereign to Political Powerhouse: Thalapathy
Vijay's 400+ Crore Wealth Revealed Ahead of 2026 Tamil Nadu Polls

‘ICU’ Becomes a Poignant Farewell:
Actor Rahul Arunoday Banerjee’s
Final Screen Appearance
Turns Into a Lasting Legacy

Staff Reporter, Kolkata, 1 April: The upcom-
ing film ICU carries a far deeper emotional
weight. It now stands as the final cinematic ap-
pearance of actor Rahul Arunoday Banerjee,
lending the project an unforeseen poignancy.
What was once a contemporary social drama
has, in the wake of his untimely passing, trans-
formed into a moving farewell — a final op-
portunity for audiences to witness his craft on
the big screen. ICU revolves around a sharply
relevant narrative. The story follows three
young men who, in an attempt to escape the
pressures and intimidation of their landlord, or-
chestrate a prank. What begins as a seemingly
harmless act soon spirals beyond their control
when the incident unexpectedly goes viral on
social media. The narrative unfolds through a
series of twists and consequences, turning the
film into not just a piece of entertainment but
also a cautionary tale about digital recklessness
and the unpredictable power of online plat-
forms. In an era where a single moment can de-
fine reputations and destinies, the film’s
premise feels particularly timely. Yet beyond its
storyline, it is Rahul’s presence that now de-
fines the film’s significance. Director Souvik
Dey spoke with visible emotion about the late
actor, describing him as far more than a per-
former on set. According to Dey, Rahul was the
heartbeat of the unit — a source of energy,
warmth, and relentless dedication. Every scene
he inhabited carried depth and sincerity, elevat-
ing not only his own performance but also in-
spiring those around him. The director
emphasized that while Rahul is no longer phys-
ically present, his essence will resonate in every
frame of ICU. Colleagues remain stunned by
the suddenness of his passing. Only days be-
fore, they had been sharing conversations, cre-
ative discussions, and laughter with him. The
disbelief lingers heavily. For many within the
industry, Rahul was not just a co-actor but a
companion in artistic struggle — a guide, a col-
laborator, and a dependable friend. His pres-
ence on set was synonymous with a distinct
vibrancy that uplifted the entire crew. That en-
ergy, they say, is impossible to replicate. An es-
pecially haunting memory now surrounds the

—

film’s dubbing sessions. During one such
recording, Rahul had reportedly joked, “This
might be my last film...” At the time, those
words were brushed aside as lighthearted
humor. No one imagined that the remark would
one day echo with chilling accuracy. Today,
that ofthand comment has taken on an almost
prophetic tone, deepening the sorrow felt by all
who worked alongside him. What was once
laughter has become a bittersweet recollection.
Scriptwriter Abhishek Bhattacharya’s narrative
gains an added layer of meaning in this context.
Rahul’s portrayal in ICU is expected to leave a
lasting impression, not only because of the
character’s arc but because it represents the cul-
mination of his artistic journey. The film inad-
vertently becomes a  document of
remembrance, preserving his talent and dedica-
tion for audiences to revisit time and again.
Rahul Arunoday Banerjee carved a niche for
himself through his nuanced performances and
understated charisma. He approached his roles
with an authenticity that resonated with view-
ers, often bringing quiet intensity to characters
that lingered long after the credits rolled. His
final performance in ICU is poised to be
viewed not merely as another entry in his fil-
mography but as a tribute to a life devoted to
storytelling. Mourning for the artist whose jour-
ney ended too soon, and celebration of the
legacy he leaves behind. Cinema has the unique
power to immortalize those who pass, allowing
their expressions, voices, and emotions to en-
dure. In that sense, ICU transcends its narrative
framework and becomes a vessel of memory.

Staff Reporter, Kolkata, 1 April: Bengali
actor Saurav Chakraborty, who has returned to
the small screen with renewed energy in the
popular serial Lakshmi Jhanpi, now finds him-
self at the center of such intrigue. Paired oppo-

both have since moved forward in their own
ways, Madhumita recently embarked on a new
chapter in her life, prompting renewed interest
in Saurav’s own future plans. Despite the end
of his marriage, Saurav has never expressed
cynicism about the institution itself. On the
contrary, he maintains that marriage remains “a
sweet thing.” His faith in companionship ap-
pears undiminished, even if he is in no hurry to
take that step again. This has inevitably led to
questions about whether the actor is preparing
for a new beginning alongside his current co-
star. Addressing the rumours directly, Saurav
clarified that he and Shubhashmita share a
strong friendship built on mutual understand-
ing. He acknowledged that social media has
been abuzz with speculation but emphasized
that their bond is rooted in professional respect
and camaraderie. According to him, the enthu-
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Saurav’s

Staff Reporter, Mumbai, 1 April: Thalapathy Vijay,
one of Tamil cinema’s most influential and bankable
actors, has now entered the fray ahead of the 2026
Tamil Nadu Assembly elections. With his nomination
papers officially submitted, the affidavit detailing his
financial standing has sparked intense public interest,
placing him among the wealthiest actor-politicians in
India. According to the disclosures made in his election
affidavit, Vijay’s financial portfolio reflects not only
cinematic success but also astute financial planning.
His declared movable assets stand at an impressive
%404.58 crore. For the financial year 2024-25 alone,
he reported earnings of approximately X184 crore, a
figure that underscores his enduring dominance at the
box office and his brand value across endorsements and
business ventures. Interestingly, despite commanding
such enormous wealth, Vijay reportedly holds only 32
lakh in cash. The bulk of his liquidity is secured in var-
ious bank accounts, where deposits total nearly 3320
crore. The numbers provide a glimpse into the financial
discipline maintained by the actor, whose career spans
decades of consistent commercial triumphs. The affi-
davit also sheds light on his family’s financial details.
His two children, Jason Sanjay and Divya Sashaa, col-
lectively hold approximately %4 lakh in their bank ac-
counts. His wife, Sangeeta Sornalingam, has deposits
amounting to nearly 310.43 crore in her accounts. Be-
yond savings and income, the declaration also high-
lights Vijay’s role as a lender within his personal and

professional circles. He has reportedly extended loans
totaling around 76 crore, with beneficiaries including
his father S. A. Chandrasekhar, his mother Shoba
Chandrasekhar, his wife, and even his children. The
revelation paints a portrait of a closely knit family
structure intertwined with significant financial transac-
tions. Vijay’s wealth is not confined to liquid assets
alone. His immovable property portfolio is equally
striking. He owns multiple residential properties across
prime locations in Tamil Nadu. Areas such as Nee-
lankarai, Uthandi, Mylapore, Pallipattu, Padur, Korat-
tur, Saligramam, and Sholinganallur feature
prominently in his holdings. Many of these localities
are considered highly desirable, reflecting not just af-
fluence but strategic investment in real estate. These
properties further cement his position as one of the
state’s most financially powerful public figures. Adding
to the family’s asset base are Sangeeta’s personal hold-
ings of gold, silver, and diamond jewellery, collectively
valued at approximately 315.51 crore. Such disclo-
sures, mandated as part of the electoral process, offer
voters transparency into the economic standing of can-
didates vying for public office. In Vijay’s case, the fig-
ures reinforce the scale of success he has achieved in
cinema before transitioning into politics. The timing of
these revelations is significant. Tamil Nadu has a sto-
ried history of film stars turning into political heavy-
weights, and comparisons are inevitable. Vijay’s entry
into politics has already stirred conversations about

whether his immense popularity can translate into elec-
toral success. His films have often carried subtle social
messages, and his public speeches in recent years
hinted at a growing political inclination. Now, with his
candidature formalized, speculation has given way to
concrete action. Observers note that Vijay’s financial
transparency may work in his favor, portraying him as
a candidate with nothing to conceal. At the same time,
critics argue that immense personal wealth raises ques-
tions about the dynamics between celebrity influence
and grassroots politics. Regardless of perspective, there
is little doubt that his presence has electrified the polit-
ical landscape ahead of 2026. For millions of fans,
Vijay remains the charismatic “Thalapathy,” a leader
on screen who fought injustice and championed the un-
derdog. Whether that cinematic persona can seamlessly
evolve into political leadership will become clearer as
the campaign unfolds. What is already evident, how-
ever, is that his entry has altered the contours of the up-
coming election. Vijay’s financial disclosures have
added a compelling dimension to the narrative. From
commanding staggering remuneration in the film in-
dustry to declaring assets worth over 400 crore, his
journey reflects the merging of celebrity power and po-
litical ambition. The coming months will reveal
whether the superstar’s wealth, popularity, and care-
fully cultivated public image can reshape Tamil Nadu’s
political future or whether the arena of governance will
prove to be his most challenging role yet.

Shubhashmita Mukherjee,
portrayal of Deep has struck a chord with au-
diences, and their pairing has become one of
the most talked-about elements of the show.
But beyond the scripted romance, whispers of
apossible real-life closeness have added a fresh
layer of fascination to their story. Saurav, who
began his career as an actor but has long nur-
tured a passion for storytelling, has also sharp-
ened his skills behind the camera as a director.
His creative versatility has earned him admira-
tion within the industry. Yet it is his return to
acting in Lakshmi Jhanpi that has reignited
public attention. The character of Deep has res-
onated strongly with viewers, and the emo-
tional arcs shared with Shubhashmita’s
character have become a highlight of the series.
Social media is flooded with fan edits, romantic
montages, and speculative posts about the duo’s
equation. When asked whether the show has
brought changes in his personal life, Saurav re-
sponded with a smile rather than a direct an-
swer. The laughter, however, has only fueled
further curiosity. The buzz surrounding his per-
sonal life is not entirely new. Once upon a time,
his relationship with actress Madhumita Sarkar
was among the most discussed topics in Tolly-
wood. Their marriage and eventual separation
had drawn considerable public attention. While

siasm surrounding the pairing of Deep and
Jhanpi has encouraged viewers to imagine a
continuation of that romance beyond the
screen. He even joked that fans have gone so
far as to fix their wedding date and determine
an auspicious time for the ceremony. What per-
haps adds to their popularity is the natural ease
they share while performing. Saurav admitted
that he and Shubhashmita “fight very well,”
though he was quick to describe those disagree-
ments as constructive. Their ability to challenge
each other creatively, he suggested, strengthens
their performances. The audience’s apprecia-
tion for their romantic scenes has further inten-
sified the buzz, transforming an on-screen
partnership into a subject of widespread gossip.
When pressed about his own marriage plans,
Saurav offered a candid response. There are no
immediate plans, he said, though he did not en-
tirely rule out the possibility in the future. With
characteristic humor, he remarked that if he
does decide to marry, he would not do so se-
cretly. “I will marry proudly, with my head held
high,” he declared, dismissing the idea of a hid-
den ceremony. The statement reflected both
confidence and clarity, suggesting that he is
comfortable addressing personal questions
without allowing them to overshadow his pro-
fessional commitments.

A Love Beyond Time: The Tragic Devotion of Kishore Kumar and Madhubala Still Moves Hearts a7 Years Later

Staff Reporter, Mumbai, 1 April:
Bollywood has witnessed countless
tales of passion, heartbreak, and
sacrifice, yet few stories resonate
with the quiet intensity of the bond
shared between Kishore Kumar
and Madhubala. Decades after her
untimely death, their relationship
continues to stir deep emotion,
standing as one of Hindi cinema’s
most poignant chapters. It was not
merely a romance between two cel-
ebrated stars; it was a story defined
by courage, commitment, and an
unwavering presence in the face of
inevitable loss. Madhubala, often
remembered as one of the most
breathtakingly beautiful actresses

in Indian film history, captivated
audiences with her luminous screen
presence and effortless charm. Her
portrayal of Anarkali in Mughal-e-
Azam remains etched in cinematic
memory, a testament to her grace
and talent. With more than seventy
films to her credit, she rose swiftly
to become one of the industry’s
brightest stars. Yet behind the glit-
tering facade of fame lay a fragile
reality. Madhubala was born with a
congenital heart condition, a seri-
ous ailment that doctors knew
would limit her life expectancy.
Kishore Kumar, already carving his
path as a versatile artist—actor,
singer, composer, and producer—

entered her life knowing this harsh
truth. In an interview years later, he
reflected on the painful clarity with
which he understood her condition
even before their marriage. He was
fully aware that she was gravely ill
and that her time was limited. Still,
he chose to honor his promise and
marry her, embracing not just the
joy of companionship but the cer-
tainty of impending sorrow. Their
marriage was not a fairy tale of
carefree romance. It was marked
by hospital visits, prolonged treat-
ments, and the slow, heartbreaking
progression of illness. For nearly
nine years, Kishore Kumar stood
by Madhubala’s side, tending to

her needs with unwavering dedica-
tion. He once shared how difficult
it was to reconcile the image of the
vivacious, spirited woman he loved
with the reality of her being con-
fined to a bed for years. Madhubala
was known for her lively personal-
ity, her laughter lighting up sets and
homes alike. To see such a vibrant
soul gradually weakened by illness
was a trial that demanded immense
emotional strength. Doctors had
advised that she be kept cheerful at
all costs, believing that happiness
might ease her suffering. Kishore
Kumar took that counsel to heart.
He tried constantly to make her
smile, to create moments of levity

amid the shadows of uncertainty.
There were days when he laughed
with her, sharing lighthearted ban-
ter and reminiscing about better
times. On other days, he wept qui-
etly alongside her, acknowledging
the depth of their shared pain.
Through every stage of her illness,
he remained present, refusing to
allow despair to erode his commit-
ment.

Madhubala’s life ended tragi-
cally at the age of just thirty-six,
cutting short a career that had daz-
zled millions and a marriage that
had endured extraordinary chal-
lenges. Her passing left an irre-
placeable void in the industry and

in the heart of the man who had
chosen to love her against all odds.
For Kishore Kumar, who would go
on to become one of the most
iconic voices in Indian music, the
chapter with Madhubala remained
deeply personal and profoundly
transformative. What makes their
story endure is not merely the
celebrity aura surrounding their
names, but the universal themes it
embodies. Love, in its truest sense,
is often tested not in moments of
joy but in times of suffering.
Kishore Kumar’s decision to marry
Madhubala despite knowing the
fragility of her health reflects a rare
depth of devotion. It was a choice

rooted not in illusion but in accept-
ance—a willingness to embrace
both happiness and heartbreak as
part of the same journey. In an in-
dustry often associated with glam-
our and fleeting relationships, their
bond stands apart as a testament to
steadfast loyalty. Even as the world
admired Madhubala’s radiant
beauty and Kishore Kumar’s un-
matched musical genius, few could
fully grasp the quiet battles they
fought away from the arc lights.
Theirs was a love story lived
largely behind closed doors, where
applause was replaced by whis-
pered prayers and enduring com-
panionship.
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Exit Without Accord

States could wind down its military campaign against Iran

President Donald Trump has now signaled that the United

within two to three weeks. Standing at the White House, he

declared that America would be “out of there very soon,”

sug-

gesting that a rapid disengagement is imminent. More notably, he
implied that such a withdrawal would not require any formal
agreement with Tehran. In the volatile grammar of geopolitics,
such a statement carries immense weight. It hints not merely at
de-escalation but at a unilateral pivot—an exit without accord.
For weeks, the administration projected resolve, insisting that its
objective was to cripple Iran’s capacity to rebuild its nuclear pro-
gram. The President’s own language was stark: Iran, he said,
must be pushed back to the “Stone Age” to ensure it cannot eas-
ily regain the strength to pursue nuclear weapons. That framing
suggested an uncompromising campaign, one anchored in de-
terrence through overwhelming force. Yet the current tone is
more ambiguous. A timeline has been introduced, and the insis-
tence on a negotiated settlement appears to have softened. The
suggestion that the United States may leave without a formal
deal marks a significant recalibration. This shift has naturally trig-
gered debate. If Washington withdraws without extracting bind-
ing commitments, critics will interpret it as retreat. They will
argue that military leverage was squandered and that Tehran,
having endured the onslaught, will emerge emboldened. On the
other hand, supporters may contend that the administration
achieved its strategic aims—damaging Iran’s capabilities suffi-
ciently—while avoiding a protracted entanglement. In modern
warfare, victory is seldom defined solely by territory gained or
lost; it is increasingly measured by political messaging and do-
mestic optics. Complicating matters further is the President’s re-
cent assertion that Iran had agreed to most of a 15-point
American proposal. According to his account, negotiations were
progressing briskly, even if uncertainty remained. Tehran, how-
ever, has categorically denied that any such talks have taken
place. Iranian officials insist there has been no direct negotiation
with Washington, though they acknowledge that messages have
been conveyed through intermediaries, including Pakistan. This
stark divergence in narratives underscores the fog of diplomacy
that now envelops the conflict. One side speaks of near-consen-
sus; the other dismisses the claim outright. In this atmosphere of
contradiction, the President’s suggestion of an imminent exit
raises profound questions. If talks have not formally occurred,
what exactly underpins the proposed withdrawal? Is it confi-
dence that Iran’s military infrastructure has been sufficiently de-
graded? Is it domestic political calculation as electoral
considerations loom? Or is it a tacit recognition that extended
confrontation risks destabilizing an already fragile region? Each
possibility carries its own implications for American credibility
and for the balance of power in the Middle East. Wars in this re-
gion rarely conclude neatly. They tend to taper off, leaving be-
hind unresolved grievances and simmering tensions. A unilateral
withdrawal, even if framed as strategic prudence, may create a
vacuum. Regional actors, from Gulf states to Israel, will scruti-
nize Washington’s resolve. Allies accustomed to American se-
curity guarantees may wonder whether steadfastness can be
relied upon. Conversely, adversaries may interpret the move as
evidence that sustained resistance can outlast American patience.
At the same time, there is a countervailing argument that end-
less military engagement serves no one. After decades of inter-
ventions, the American public has grown wary of open-ended
commitments. The financial and human costs of prolonged con-
flict have reshaped domestic opinion. In that sense, a swift dis-
engagement could be seen as an acknowledgment of geopolitical
fatigue. It reflects an understanding that military force, while po-
tent, cannot alone secure durable political outcomes. If the ad-
ministration believes its objectives have been met, withdrawing
before the conflict ossifies into another long war may be strate-
gically defensible. Yet the rhetoric surrounding the campaign
complicates this narrative. To speak of reducing a nation to the
“Stone Age” is to invoke maximalist ambition. S uch language
sets expectations of decisive transformation. Should the United
States depart without a formal settlement or verifiable commit-
ments, critics will inevitably question whether those ambitions
were rhetorical flourish rather than achievable policy. The con-
trast between fiery declarations and pragmatic exit could erode
the administration’s moral authority on the global stage.

Ballots, Forms and the Battle for Trust

Form 6. The form, used for in-
clusion of names in the elec-
toral roll, has now become the
focal point of a larger con-
frontation over transparency,
legality and institutional trust.
For the second consecutive
day, supporters of the ruling
Trinamool Congress gathered
outside the office of the Chief
Electoral Officer in Kolkata,
alleging irregularities in the
submission of large numbers
of Form 6 applications even
after the publication of the
final voter list. Simultane-
ously, the matter reached the
Supreme Court, where the
state government formally
raised concerns during the
hearing of the ongoing SIR
case.In court, the state’s coun-
sel questioned how bundles of
fresh Form 6 applications
were being submitted when
the final electoral roll had al-
ready been published and dis-
puted names were still under
adjudication. The implication
was serious: that procedural
sanctity might be compro-
mised by the late influx of ap-
plications. The Election
Commission, however, report-
edly countered the claim with
its own legal reasoning, main-
taining that due process was
being followed. The Chief
Justice advised the state to ap-
proach the appropriate author-
ity if it had specific
grievances, and the hearing
was adjourned, with the next
date set for April 6.

At first glance, this
episode may appear to be a
procedural tussle between a
state government and the
Election Commission. Yet its
resonance is far deeper. Elec-
toral rolls are not mere lists of

names; they are the living reg-
ister of democracy. Each in-
clusion or exclusion shapes
the legitimacy of the ballot.
When questions arise about
the timing, volume, or
scrutiny of applications, the
issue transcends party rivalry.
It touches upon the very foun-
dation of electoral credibility.

Form 6 is, in principle, an
instrument of enfranchise-
ment. It allows eligible citi-
zens to assert their right to
vote. In a country as vast and
mobile as India, with internal
migration, urban expansion
and shifting demographics,
the process of updating voter
rolls is continuous and com-
plex. Administrative flexibil-
ity is often necessary to ensure
that genuine voters are not left
out. At the same time, such
flexibility must be balanced
by clear deadlines and trans-
parent oversight, particularly
once a final roll has been de-
clared. The perception that
procedures are being bent or
hurried risks undermining
public confidence, even if the
actions themselves are techni-
cally lawful.

The optics of bundles of
applications being submitted
after final publication feed
into a broader climate of sus-
picion that has characterized
recent electoral debates.
Across political divides, alle-
gations of voter suppression,
duplicate entries, or selective
inclusion have become rou-
tine. In such an atmosphere,
institutions must not only act
impartially but also be seen to
act impartially. The Election
Commission, long regarded as
one of India’s most robust
constitutional bodies, now op-

When Democracy’s Machinery
Fails the Marglnallzed

he latest exercise in

West Bengal has

thrown the state into
turbulence, revealing the
fragile balance between pro-
cedural rigor and social jus-
tice. Initially, some sixty lakh
names were excluded from
the voter list, prompting the
Election Commission to in-
troduce the concept of “logi-
cal discrepancies.” This rule,
intended to ensure accuracy,
has suddenly placed another
sixty lakh voters under
scrutiny, bringing the total
number of potentially af-
fected citizens to a staggering
figure. Judicial oversight
now governs the fate of these
names, as various courts,
under Supreme Court guid-
ance, deliberate over each
disputed entry. Preliminary
indications suggest that
nearly half of these chal-
lenged names may ultimately
be removed, leaving West
Bengal with just under seven
crore eligible voters and ex-
cluding roughly ninety lakh
people—approximately 12 to
13 percent of the total elec-
torate.Across the country, a
similar pattern emerges.
While logical discrepancies
have led to the removal of
names in many states, the
final lists for West Bengal,
Tamil Nadu, and Uttar
Pradesh remain pending. In
contrast, nine other states and
union territories have com-
pleted the process, including
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Goa, Kerala, Andaman and
Nicobar, Chhattisgarh, Gu-
jarat, Puducherry, and Lak-
shadweep. Collectively,
these areas have witnessed
the removal of roughly 1.7
crore names, representing
about eight percent of regis-
tered voters. Gujarat alone
saw the names of 68 lakh in-
dividuals excluded, leaving a
voter list of approximately
4.5 crore, meaning around 15
percent of registered voters
were dropped from the rolls.
In Uttar Pradesh, where the
final list has yet to be re-
leased, notices have already
been sent to nearly three
crore individuals. When the
nation’s final electoral rolls
are compiled, the data will
likely reveal that between 10
and 15 percent of voters na-
tionwide may have been re-
moved—a figure that raises

significant concerns about
representation. The question
inevitably arises: who are
these disenfranchised citi-
zens? The answer is rarely
neutral. Perspectives vary
sharply along political lines.
Critics of the ruling party
argue that the excluded
names disproportionately be-
long to its opponents, imply-
ing a deliberate attempt to
suppress dissenting voices.
Conversely, supporters of the
party assert that the removed
individuals are largely illegal
immigrants, suggesting that
the exercise safeguards elec-
toral integrity. These inter-
pretations often depend less
on evidence than on political
affiliation. Yet, if one exam-
ines the figures more closely,
such sweeping assumptions
collapse. States like Gujarat,
under BJP governance, have
experienced substantial ex-
clusions, implying that no
simple narrative of political
targeting or mass migration
fully accounts for the phe-
nomenon. Definitive data re-
mains elusive, leaving the
debate mired in conjecture
and partisan rhetoric.

It is here that a third per-
spective demands atten-
tion—one that sidesteps
political bias entirely. Sup-
pose neither theory holds
true: that there are no vast
numbers of immigrants and
no targeted political exclu-
sions. Suppose the system is
purely procedural, relying
solely on the verification of a
limited set of official docu-
ments. Even under this neu-
tral framework, serious
inequities emerge. The most
vulnerable  populations—
those living hand-to-mouth,
migrating for work, residing
in temporary shelters, or
struggling after floods and
other disasters—are least
able to comply with docu-
ment-based verification.
Long-time citizens, many
known personally to their
communities, suddenly find
themselves excluded because
they cannot present the re-
quired paperwork. In this
mechanical process, the poor
bear the brunt.

The implications are pro-
found. While urban, edu-
cated, and affluent classes
may view this as a mere tech-
nicality or even a positive

erates under intense scrutiny.
Every procedural choice is
parsed for political intent.
Equally significant is the
role of the judiciary. By hear-
ing the SIR-related arguments
and directing the state to ap-
proach the proper authority,
the Supreme Court has sig-
naled both vigilance and re-
straint. Courts cannot
administer elections, but they
serve as arbiters when consti-
tutional principles are ques-
tioned. The upcoming hearing
on April 6 will therefore carry
symbolic weight, even if the
immediate issue concerns
technical compliance. Judicial
oversight, when invoked, rein-
forces the notion that electoral
integrity is not negotiable.
Yet beyond legal ex-
changes and street mobiliza-
tion lies a more profound
challenge: restoring trust. In
modern democracies, mistrust
can spread faster than facts.

The closing note urging read-
ers to verify information be-
fore believing online claims
reflects a reality of our digital
age. Misinformation thrives in
moments of uncertainty, am-
plifying doubts and polarizing
discourse. When electoral
processes become contested
terrain, rumor and rhetoric
often outpace verification. Re-
sponsible journalism and in-
stitutional transparency are
thus indispensable allies of
democracy.Political parties,
too, bear responsibility. While
vigilance against irregularities
is legitimate, turning every
procedural dispute into a spec-
tacle risks eroding faith in the
very system that sustains rep-
resentative government. Dem-
ocratic competition must not
devolve into a narrative that
delegitimizes outcomes before
ballots are cast. At the same
time, complacency is not an
option. Robust scrutiny is es-

move to “clean up” the voter
rolls, the consequences for
marginalized communities
are far more serious. In
everyday conversations
within educated circles, a fa-
miliar narrative emerges: the
votes of the poor and unedu-
cated are often seen as equiv-
alent in value to those of the
middle class, but less “disci-
plined” or “informed.” This
critique, though rooted in
concern for electoral quality,
paradoxically underestimates
the true significance of uni-
versal  suffrage. Indian
democracy, by design, seeks
to empower the socially and
economically disadvantaged,
granting them a voice that is
often neglected elsewhere in
the world. Historical com-
parisons illustrate the stakes
vividly. In the United States,
for instance, the expansion of
suffrage was a slow and con-
tested process. Despite con-
stitutional amendments

guaranteeing voting rights to
Black Americans in 1870
and women in 1920, system-
atic barriers, ranging from
literacy tests to grandfather
clauses, excluded millions in
practice. Even in the most
democratic regions of North
America, political power re-
mained concentrated among
property-owning elites for
decades. By contrast, India
granted universal adult suf-
frage from its very first elec-
tion—a bold and historic
choice that continues to dis-
tinguish its democracy glob-
ally.

Even amid poverty, illit-
eracy, and logistical chal-
lenges, India has maintained
a system where every citizen,
irrespective of wealth or edu-
cation, is empowered to vote.
The nation’s commitment to
this principle, sustained
through multiple crises, re-
mains a remarkable achieve-
ment. Yet the ongoing

“intensive revision” exposes
the fragility of this hard-won
inclusivity. Mechanical pro-
cedures designed to ensure
precision inadvertently mar-
ginalize precisely those who
rely on democratic processes
the most. Early data suggests
that women are dispropor-
tionately affected, reflecting
broader social vulnerabili-
ties. Other marginalized
groups, similarly constrained
by poverty or displacement,
are likely experiencing com-
parable exclusion. While rig-
orous verification is an
administrative necessity, its
current implementation risks
undermining the very ethos
of democracy: government
by the people, for the people,
and of the people.

India’s democratic
framework has always bal-
anced procedural integrity
with inclusivity, but the cur-
rent exercise raises pressing
questions. How can the state

sential to prevent manipula-
tion. The line between neces-
sary vigilance and destructive
suspicion is thin, but it must
be carefully maintained.

The deeper lesson of the
Form 6 controversy is that
electoral administration is as
much about perception as pro-
cedure. Deadlines, verification
standards, and  appeals
processes must be communi-
cated clearly to all stakehold-
ers. If new applications are
legally permissible at a certain
stage, the rationale must be
explained openly. If they are
not, enforcement must be
swift and visible. Trans-
parency is the antidote to dis-
trust.

West Bengal’s political
history is marked by intense
competition and passionate
participation. Such vibrancy is
a strength, but it also demands
mature institutional conduct.
The gathering outside the
CEO’s office, the courtroom
arguments, and the ongoing
hearings illustrate a democ-
racy in motion. Yet democ-
racy’s vitality depends not
merely on activity but on fair-
ness and clarity.

As the next hearing ap-
proaches, the focus should re-
main on safeguarding the
credibility of the electoral roll.
The right to vote is both indi-
vidual and collective; it em-
bodies citizenship itself.
When disputes arise, they
must be resolved through rea-
soned dialogue and lawful ad-
judication, not  through
insinuation or haste. The in-
tegrity of the ballot cannot be
compromised by administra-
tive ambiguity or political
brinkmanship.

ensure accurate electoral
rolls without disenfranchis-
ing the most vulnerable?
How can mechanisms of
oversight account for social
realities rather than treating
all citizens as interchange-
able data points? The an-
swers are neither simple nor
partisan; they require a nu-
anced understanding of law,
society, and the lived experi-
ence of India’s marginalized.

The  machinery  of
democracy, for all its sophis-
tication, has failed its central
purpose. Electoral rolls may
be precise, logical, and
meticulously maintained, but
without inclusivity, they risk
becoming instruments of ex-
clusion rather than empower-
ment.

India’s democratic tri-
umph lies in its universality,
and preserving that univer-
sality demands vigilance,
empathy, and a willingness
to see beyond mere statistics.

The Silent Reversal of
Trans nghts n Indla

The Indian Parliament passed
the Transgender Rights Pro-
tection (Amendment) Act with
remarkable speed. From its in-
troduction on March 13 to its
passage in the Lok Sabha on
March 24 and the Rajya Sabha
on March 25, the bill moved
through the legislative process
in just under two weeks. For a
piece of legislation that di-
rectly shapes the lives and
identities of thousands, this
pace left almost no room for
debate, consultation, or reflec-
tion. There was no opportunity
for standing committees to ex-
amine the bill, as is customary
for socially transformative
laws. Even when opposition
parties demanded scrutiny, the
government declined. Cru-
cially, no transgender parlia-
mentarians were present to
offer their perspective, and the
National Transgender Council
and community representa-
tives repeatedly emphasized
that their voices had not been
sought. The government ar-
gued that the bill was neces-
sary to define “transgender”
precisely, identify the “right
beneficiaries” of state support,
and prevent the feared possi-
bility of coercive gender trans-
formation. Yet the underlying
logic of the law reveals more
about control than protection.
The very phrasing of the bill
repeatedly invokes the specter
of “fake trans people” or co-
erced conversion, as if trans-
gender identity could be
manufactured by someone
other than the person experi-
encing it. This approach fun-
damentally misunderstands
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what being transgender means.
Gender identity is a deeply
personal consciousness; it
emerges often in adolescence,
independent of surgical inter-
ventions or medical proce-
dures. Forcing a cisgender
person—someone comfortable
in their assigned sex—into a
transgender category would
constitute violence, not recog-
nition. Indian law already pro-
vides robust protections
against such abuse. Neverthe-
less, the bill implicitly con-
flates fear of misuse with
regulation of legitimacy, mak-
ing state certification the gate-
keeper of identity.

The 2014 Supreme Court
landmark NALSA judgment
had made clear that transgen-
der individuals have the right
to self-identitfy, affirming that
gender identity is not contin-
gent upon medical validation
or surgery.

The court recognized that
constitutional rights to dignity
and privacy under Article 21
demand respect for a person’s
self-perceived gender. Yet the
2026 amendment walks a very
different path. It mandates ap-
proval from medical boards
and district authorities, effec-
tively transferring autonomy

over identity from the individ-
ual to bureaucratic and med-
ical hierarchies. In practice,
this means the state determines
whose body is “trans,” con-
verting a matter of personal
consciousness into a bureau-
cratic procedure. Historical
parallels highlight the regres-
sive nature of this approach.
England’s 1967 Corbett v.
Corbett decision denied the
self-recognition of transgender
women, and only in the
twenty-first century has this
been widely seen as a histori-
cal injustice. Birth-assigned
sex, determined by doctors,
does not capture the complex
interplay of biology, identity,
and social reality. Across the
globe, the distinction between
“sex” and “gender” is now
well-established, with decades
of feminist and queer scholar-
ship emphasizing that identity
cannot be reduced to chromo-
somes or genitalia. India, with
its rich history of diverse gen-
der expressions, has long rec-
ognized forms beyond binary
male-female categories, from
hijras to kinnars, yet contem-
porary legislation has chosen
to anchor recognition in nar-
row, state-approved cate-
gories.
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Centre Caps Jet Fuel Price Surge for
Domestic Airlines; IndiGo and Spicelet
Welcome Relief Amid Cost Pressures

The Centre has stepped in to
limit the steep rise in jet fuel
prices for domestic airlines,
offering much-needed breath-
ing space to carriers grappling
with mounting operational
costs. The move, which comes
amid global volatility in en-
ergy markets, has been wel-
comed by leading airlines
including IndiGo and Spice-
Jet, both of which described
the decision as timely and cru-
cial for maintaining fare sta-
bility. Aviation Turbine Fuel,
commonly known as ATF,
constitutes one of the largest
components of an airline’s op-
erating expenses, often ac-
counting for nearly 40 to 50
per cent of total costs. Over
the past several months,
global crude oil fluctuations
and supply chain disruptions
have triggered repeated hikes
in fuel prices, placing airlines
under severe financial strain.
Industry observers had warned
that unchecked increases
could translate into higher
ticket prices, reduced route
frequency, and potential ca-
pacity cuts. Against this back-
drop, the Centre’s decision to
impose a ceiling on the recent
spike in jet fuel prices is being
viewed as a strategic measure
to shield both airlines and pas-
sengers from the cascading
impact of global energy insta-
bility. Officials indicated that
the calibrated approach seeks

to balance the interests of oil
marketing companies with the
need to ensure the financial
sustainability of domestic car-
riers. India’s largest airline,
IndiGo, operated by Inter-
Globe Aviation, expressed ap-
preciation for the
government’s intervention. In
a statement, the airline noted
that fuel price stability is es-
sential for long-term route
planning and fare manage-
ment. IndiGo, which com-
mands a substantial share of
the domestic market, has been
aggressively expanding its
network and fleet, and sus-
tained fuel volatility could
have complicated its growth
trajectory. Spicelet, another
prominent player in India’s

aviation landscape, also wel-
comed the move. The airline
emphasised that rationalising
ATF prices would help main-
tain affordable fares for pas-
sengers while supporting the
recovery of the aviation sec-
tor, which has been navigating
a challenging financial envi-
ronment in recent years. In-
dustry insiders suggest that
smaller carriers and regional
operators stand to benefit sig-
nificantly from the cap, as
they often operate on thinner
margins compared to larger
airlines. The decision comes
at a time when passenger traf-
fic in India is witnessing
steady growth, driven by ris-
ing demand for both business
and leisure travel. Airports

across major metros and tier-
two cities have reported in-
creased footfall, signalling a
robust rebound in air travel.
However, industry experts
caution that sustained prof-
itability remains fragile, par-
ticularly when fuel costs
remain unpredictable.

Jet fuel pricing in India
has historically been influ-
enced by international crude
oil benchmarks as well as
state-level taxes. While air-
lines have repeatedly sought
inclusion of ATF under the
Goods and Services Tax
regime to rationalise pricing,
the matter remains under con-
sideration. In the absence of
structural tax reforms, peri-
odic price adjustments have

often left carriers vulnerable
to abrupt cost escalations. The
Centre’s latest move is seen as
an attempt to prevent a
domino effect on ticket pric-
ing. Aviation analysts argue
that had the fuel hike been
passed on entirely to con-
sumers, airfare could have
surged sharply during peak
travel seasons. Such increases
might have dampened demand
and slowed the sector’s recov-
ery momentum. By moderat-
ing the hike, policymakers
appear keen to preserve de-
mand elasticity while ensuring
airlines can manage their bal-
ance sheets more effectively.
Passengers, too, stand to ben-
efit indirectly from the deci-
sion. With airlines spared
from an immediate and steep
fuel burden, the likelihood of
sudden fare spikes diminishes.
Travel industry stakeholders
believe that fare stability is
crucial to sustaining tourism
growth, especially with the
upcoming festive and holiday
travel cycles expected to gen-
erate strong booking volumes.
As one of the fastest-growing
aviation markets in the world,
India’s airlines operate in a
competitive environment
where cost discipline and pric-
ing agility are vital. Fuel re-
mains the single most volatile
expense, and even marginal
fluctuations can significantly
impact quarterly earnings.

GST Collections Surge 8.8% to Cross %2 Lakh Crore
in March, Signalling Strong Economic Momentum

India’s Goods and Services
Tax collections recorded a ro-
bust surge in March, rising 8.8
per cent year-on-year to cross
the significant milestone of 32
lakh crore, reinforcing opti-
mism about the country’s eco-
nomic resilience and fiscal
strength. The latest figures un-
derline sustained momentum
in consumption, improved
compliance measures, and
steady growth across sectors
as the financial year draws to a
close. March is traditionally
one of the strongest months
for GST revenues due to year-
end reconciliations and settle-
ment of pending tax liabilities
by businesses. However, the
scale of this increase has
drawn particular attention
from policymakers and ana-
lysts alike. Crossing the 2
lakh crore mark once again
not only reflects buoyant do-
mestic demand but also high-
lights structural improvements
in tax administration and dig-
ital monitoring systems.
Officials attribute the
growth to multiple factors, in-
cluding enhanced compliance
through stricter enforcement,
widespread adoption of e-in-
voicing, and advanced data
analytics that have reduced tax
evasion. Over the past few
years, the government has
strengthened its monitoring
mechanisms, enabling author-
ities to track discrepancies
more efficiently and plug rev-
enue leakages. The integration

of technology into the GST
ecosystem has played a crucial
role in broadening the tax base
and improving transparency.

Economists note that the
steady rise in GST collections
indicates healthy economic
activity across manufacturing,
services, and trade. Increased
consumption in urban centres,
combined with resilient rural
demand, has contributed to
higher indirect tax inflows.
The services sector, particu-
larly hospitality, aviation,
telecommunications, and fi-
nancial services, has shown
sustained growth, adding to
the overall tax kitty.

The strong revenue per-
formance also reflects the im-
pact of ongoing infrastructure
investments and government
spending, which have stimu-
lated supply chains and busi-
ness transactions. As capital
expenditure projects progress,
ancillary industries benefit, re-

sulting in greater taxable
turnover. This multiplier ef-
fect has bolstered indirect tax
collections, even amid global
economic uncertainties.

Fiscal experts observe that
maintaining GST revenues
above the 32 lakh crore
threshold enhances the Cen-
tre’s fiscal flexibility. Strong
collections reduce pressure on
borrowing requirements and
provide greater room for de-
velopmental spending. With
the government focusing on
infrastructure expansion, so-
cial welfare schemes, and
manufacturing  incentives,
consistent tax inflows serve as
a stabilising force for public
finances.

Another significant con-
tributor to the rise has been
improved compliance among
small and medium enterprises.
The simplification of return
filing procedures and aware-
ness campaigns have encour-

aged voluntary compliance.
Additionally, coordinated ef-
forts between central and state
tax authorities have stream-
lined audits and enforcement
actions, reducing instances of
tax fraud. The buoyant collec-
tions come at a time when
global economic headwinds
continue to challenge several
major economies. Sluggish
growth in advanced markets,
geopolitical tensions, and sup-
ply chain disruptions have cre-
ated uncertainty worldwide.
Against this backdrop, India’s
steady GST performance sig-
nals relative economic stabil-
ity and domestic demand
strength.

Market analysts believe
that sustained GST growth
strengthens investor confi-
dence. A consistent rise in in-
direct tax revenues is often
interpreted as an indicator of
expanding business activity
and consumer spending. It re-
assures stakeholders that eco-
nomic fundamentals remain
intact, even as external factors
fluctuate.

State governments, too,
stand to benefit from the rev-
enue upswing, as GST collec-
tions are shared between the
Centre and states. Higher rev-
enues can support state-level
development initiatives, infra-
structure upgrades, and wel-
fare schemes. The cooperative
federal framework of GST en-
sures that both tiers of govern-
ment gain from improved

Strong Mind, Strong Game: Why
Mental Fitness Matters for Athletes

In the world of sports, physical strength,
speed, and endurance have long been con-
sidered the ultimate markers of an athlete’s
success. Hours in the gym, strict diets, and
intense training schedules dominate their
daily routines. However, an equally power-
ful yet often overlooked component is

mental fitness.

Today, it is becoming increasingly
clear that mental fitness is just as important
as physical fitness for athletes striving for
excellence.Mental fitness refers to an ath-
lete’s ability to stay focused, confident,
emotionally balanced, and resilient under
pressure. In high-level competitions, the
difference between winning and losing is
often not physical ability but mental
strength. Two athletes may be equally
skilled physically, but the one who can
control nerves, maintain concentration, and
handle stress effectively usually emerges
victorious.One of the most common chal-
lenges athletes face is performance anxiety.
Before major competitions, many experi-
ence fear, self-doubt, and pressure to per-
form. Without proper mental conditioning,

these emotions can negatively impact per-
formance. Mental fitness training—such as
relaxation techniques, visualization, and
positive self-talk—helps athletes manage
these pressures and perform at their
best.Consistency is another area where
mental fitness plays a vital role. Physical
training builds the body, but it is the mind
that ensures discipline and commitment.
Athletes often face setbacks such as in-
juries, losses, or dips in performance. A
mentally strong athlete views these chal-
lenges as opportunities to improve rather
than reasons to quit. This resilience keeps
them motivated during tough times.Focus
and concentration are crucial in sports, es-
pecially in high-speed or precision-based
activities. A momentary lapse in concen-
tration can cost a match. Mental training
helps athletes stay present, block distrac-
tions, and maintain clarity in critical mo-
ments. Techniques like mindfulness and
centering allow athletes to remain calm and
composed under pressure.

Moreover, mental fitness contributes
significantly to overall well-being. Athletes

are not immune to stress, burnout, or emo-
tional struggles. The pressure to perform
consistently, meet expectations, and main-
tain peak physical condition can take a toll
on their mental health. Incorporating men-
tal fitness practices ensures a healthier bal-
ance, reducing the risk of burnout and
improving long-term performance.

Coaches and sports institutions are now
recognizing the importance of mental con-
ditioning. Many teams include sports psy-
chologists as part of their support staff.
Training programs are evolving to include
mental exercises alongside physical work-
outs, emphasizing a more holistic approach
to athlete development.In conclusion, phys-
ical fitness may prepare the body for com-
petition, but mental fitness prepares the
athlete for victory. Strength, stamina, and
skill are essential, but without confidence,
focus, and resilience, they may not reach
their full potential. For athletes aiming to
excel, training the mind is no longer op-
tional—it is a necessity. A strong body can
take you far, but a strong mind can take you
all the way

compliance and economic ex-
pansion.

Industry leaders have re-
sponded positively to the lat-
est figures, emphasising the
importance of policy continu-
ity and stable taxation frame-
works. Businesses argue that
predictable tax policies, cou-
pled with digital efficiency,
create an environment con-
ducive to long-term invest-
ment and expansion. The
success of GST, introduced as
a unified indirect tax regime,
continues to be evaluated
through such revenue mile-
stones.

While the growth rate of
8.8 per cent indicates healthy
expansion, experts caution
that sustaining this trajectory
will require ongoing reforms
and vigilance against evasion.
Continuous technological up-
grades, data integration across
departments, and simplifica-
tion of compliance processes
are seen as essential to main-
taining momentum.

As the financial year con-
cludes, the crossing of the 32
lakh crore mark in March
stands as a testament to the
maturing GST framework. It
reflects not only improved en-
forcement but also a broad-
based recovery in economic
activity. With consumption
patterns stabilising and pro-
duction cycles gaining pace,
the latest GST figures offer a
reassuring signal about India’s
economic direction.

Mahindra’s SUV Sales
Ahead with 25% YoY Surge in
March, Record FY26 Volumes

Signal Market Dominance

Mahindra & Mahindra, has
capped off the financial year
with a commanding perform-
ance, registering a 25 per cent
year-on-year surge in SUV
sales in March 2026 and
achieving its highest-ever vol-
umes for the full fiscal year.
The robust growth under-
scores the company’s
strengthening grip on the
country’s fast-expanding util-
ity vehicle segment and re-
flects sustained consumer
appetite for feature-rich,
rugged, and technologically
advanced SUVs.

The March numbers pro-
vided a powerful finish to
FY26, with Mahindra’s SUV
portfolio continuing to outper-
form broader industry trends.
The automaker’s consistent
double-digit growth trajectory
over the past several quarters
has translated into record-
breaking annual dispatches,
cementing its position as one
of India’s most dynamic auto-
motive players. Industry ob-
servers describe the
achievement as a reflection of
strategic product positioning,
strong brand equity, and disci-
plined execution across pro-
duction and distribution
channels. Mahindra’s success
has been driven by an aggres-
sive focus on SUVs, a seg-
ment that now accounts for a
dominant share of India’s pas-
senger vehicle market. As
consumer preferences shift
away from traditional sedans
and hatchbacks toward larger,
high-ground-clearance vehi-
cles, Mahindra’s diverse
lineup has struck the right
chord. Its portfolio spans com-
pact, mid-size, and premium
SUVs, offering advanced
safety features, connected
technology, and robust per-
formance options that cater to
both urban and rural buyers.
The company’s ability to man-
age supply chains efficiently
has also played a critical role.
Over the past few years, the
automotive sector has grap-
pled with semiconductor
shortages and logistics disrup-
tions. Mahindra’s proactive
planning and vendor partner-
ships enabled it to reduce
waiting periods for popular
models and ramp up deliveries
during peak demand cycles.
The March sales surge reflects
not only healthy bookings but
also improved fulfillment ca-
pacity.

FY26 marks a milestone
year for Mahindra, with record
annual SUV volumes high-
lighting sustained momentum
across quarters. Analysts note
that this performance comes
amid intense competition in
the SUV space, with both do-
mestic and international man-
ufacturers vying for market
share. Mahindra’s consistent
growth suggests that its prod-
uct differentiation and brand
loyalty have translated into
measurable gains. Consumer
demand has remained resilient
despite fluctuating fuel prices
and global economic uncer-
tainties. Urban buyers con-
tinue to show strong interest in
premium features such as
panoramic sunroofs, advanced
driver assistance systems, and
infotainment upgrades, while
rural markets value durability
and performance on varied
terrain.

HDFC Bank Shares Rebound
After 18% March Slump: Is It

Time to Buy,

Shares of HDFC Bank staged a
notable recovery this week after
enduring a sharp 18 per cent
correction in March, prompting
investors to reassess whether
the worst is over for India’s
largest private sector lender.
The rebound has reignited de-
bate in market circles over the
stock’s near-term trajectory,
with brokerages divided be-
tween cautious optimism and
selective accumulation. The
March decline had rattled in-
vestor confidence, wiping out
significant market capitaliza-
tion in a matter of weeks. Ana-
lysts attributed the slide to a
combination of sectoral pres-
sure, concerns over net interest
margins, and broader market
volatility triggered by global
cues. The sell-off intensified as
institutional investors trimmed
exposure to banking stocks
amid fears of tighter liquidity
conditions and slowing credit

Sell, or Hold?

growth.However, the recent up-
ward movement in HDFC
Bank’s share price suggests that
bargain hunters and long-term
investors are stepping back in.
Traders point to technical sup-
port levels holding firm and im-
proving  sentiment  across
financial stocks as key drivers
behind the recovery. While the
rebound does not fully offset
March’s losses, it indicates re-
newed buying interest at lower
valuations.

Roar

Name Change
LALIMUDDIN SEKH (old name) S/O -
CHADU SEKH residing at VILL & PO -
BARA KULBERIA PS - KALIGANJ DIST
- NADIA PIN -741150. West Bengal, do
hereby declare that I have changed My
name from ALIMUDDIN SEKH (old
name) to ALIMUDDIN SK (new name) and
henceforth, I shall be Known as ALIMUD-
DIN SK (new name) in all purpose, vide an
affidavit sworn before the Notary public at
Krishnagar court on 27/03/202. ALIMUD-
DIN SK (new name )& ALIMUDDIN
SEKH (old name) both name are same and
one identical person.

LOST DOCUMENT
> I, Sayan Bhattacharjee son of
Kanchan Bhattacharjee residing at
36/5,Pasupati Bhattacharjee
Road,Kolkata-700041 have lost my
original Certificate of Competency
(CoC).
> Grade: Marine Engineer Officer Class
1A%
> CoC Number: 95Z-35623
> Issued By: Directorate General of
Shipping, Government of India
> Date of Issue: 22/09/2022
> The document was lost on or around
18th March 2026 near Behala,Kolkata. A
Police Report/FIR has been filed at
Behala Police Station, Kolkata, vide
GD/FIR No. 1833 dated 18/03/2026.
> Anyone finding the same is requested
to kindly return it to the address men-
tioned above or contact +91 9073499355
If found, it is of no use to anyone else
and misuse is a punishable offense.

Name Change

I, SOLEMAN SEKH (old name) S/O -
ALIMUDDIN SEKH residing at VILL &
PO - BARA KULBERIA PS - KALI-
GANIJ DIST-NADIA PIN -741150. West
Bengal, do hereby declare that I have
changed My name from SOLEMAN
SEKH (old name) to SOLEMAN SK (new
name) and henceforth, I shall be Known as
SOLEMAN SK (new name) in all purpose,
vide an affidavit sworn before the Notary
public at Krishnagar court on 27/03/2026.
SOLEMAN SK (new name )& SOLE-
MAN SEKH (old name) both name are
same and one identical person.

Name Change

I, ANARUL MONDAL (old name) S/O -
JAMALUDDIN MONDAL residing at
VILL- KAYA PO - MAMJOAN PS -
HANSKHALI DIST - NADIA PIN -
741121. West Bengal, do hereby declare
that I have changed My name from
ANARUL MONDAL (old name) 1o
ANARUL MANDAL (new name) and
henceforth, I shall be Known as ANARUL
MANDAL (new name) in all purpose, vide
an affidavit sworn before the Notary public
at Domkal court on 01/04/2026. ANARUL
MANDAL (new name)& ANARUL MON-
DAL (old name) both name are same and
one identical person.

Name Change

I, Sreedevi Nambiar, Sridevi Nambiar (old
name) Wife of K Mohanan Nambiar, resid-
ing at 4G, Anubhav Apt, 49/5, Biren Roy
road (East) Rajaram Mohan Roy Road, po-
Barisha, Ps-Behala, Kolkata-700008, West
Bengal, India, have changed my name and
shall henceforth be known as P K Sridevi
Nambiar (new name), as declared before the
notary public at Kolkata, vide an affidavit
dated 30/03/2026. Sreedevi Nambiar,
Sridevi Nambiar (old name), and P K
Sridevi Nambiar (new name) both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I AJIJUL HAQUE MONDAL S/0 ABDUL
MONDAL R/O VILL GOKHURA POTA
P/O CHARATOLA P.S CHAPRA NADIA.
MY SON RABIUL MONDAL'S PASS
PORT AND W.B.B.S.E EDUCATION'S
ADMIT CARD MY NEME HAS BEEN
RECORDED AS AJIJUL MONDAL. AF-
FIDAVIT BY NOTARY PUBLIC AT KR-
ISHNAGAR ON 30-3-26 I AJJUL
HAQUE MONDAL AND AJIJUL MON-
DAL BOTH ARE SAME PERSON. MY
ACTUAL NAME IS AJIJUL HAQUE
MONDAL.

Name Change

I, Kalloorveetil Mohanan Nambiar(old
name) Son of M Narayanan Nambiar, re-
siding at 4G, Anubhav Apt, 49/5 Biren
Roy road (East) Rajaram Mohan Roy
Road, po-Barisha, Ps-Behala, Kolkata-
700008, West Bengal, India, have changed
my name and shall henceforth be known
as K Mohanan Nambiar (new name), as
declared before the notary public at
Kolkata, vide an affidavit dated
30/03/2026. Kalloorveetil Mohanan Nam-
biar (old name) and K Mohanan Nambiar
(new name) both are same and one identi-
cal person.

Name Change

I, Mahadev Mondal (Old Name) son
of Late Nidhiram Mondal Resident of
,Usha Para,Mousal,Champahati,Dist-
South 24 Parganas,Pin-743330. W.B.,
have changed my name and shall
henceforth be known as Mahadeb
Mondal (New Name) vide an affidavit
sworn before the Notary Public at
Kolkata on 01.04.2026.That Mahadev
Mondal (Old Name) and Mahadeb
Mondal (New Name) is the same and
one identical person.

Name Change
I, MEHTAB HOSSEN MIDDYA son of
MANNAN MIDDYA (Old Name) resid-
ing at Dakhsin Santoshpur PO- Dakhsin
Santoshpur, PS-J.B.Pur Dist-Howrah Pin-
711404 West Bengal has changed my fa-
ther's name will be henceforth be known
as ABDUL MANNAN MIDDYA (new
name)at Notary Public Howrah court West
Bengal affidavit no 05/2026 date
09/01/2026. MANNAN MIDDYA (old
name) and ABDUL MANNAN MIDDYA
(new name) are same and identical person.

Name Change

LLARUTI JANA, mother of Service
No JC-274560L, Ex Nb Sub, Late
Lakshmi Kanta Jana presently resid-
ing at Vill & PO- Parshyampur, PS-
Pursurah, Dist- Hooghly (W.B), PIN-
712401 have changed my Name and
Date of Birth from ARUTI JANA &
01-11-1956 to ARATI JANA & 01-
01-1958 vide Affidavit No 5214 dated
01-04-2026 before the Court of the
Executive Magistrate at Arambagh,
Hooghly (W.B).

Name Change
I, Ambiya, wife of Makid Sekh, residing
at Vill: Bardhanpara, PO: Panchahar, PS:
Paikar, District: Birbhum, declare that my
actual name is Ambiya, as recorded in my
Aadhaar card and Voter ID card. However,
in the passport of my son, Asraful Shaikh,
my name is recorded as Ambia Bibi in the
section designated for the mother's name.
Declare vide affidavit dated 03.02.2026
before the Ld Executive Magistrate Court,
Rampurhat, that Ambiya and Ambia Bibi
are one and the same person.

Name Change

I, Md Mjansur Rahaman (old name) S/o-
Md Hamzat Ali Biswas residing at
Housenagar, Bhabanipur, Farakka, Dist-
Murshidabad, Pin-742202 West Bengal, do
hereby declare that I have changed my name
from MD MJANSUR RAHAMAN to
MD MANSUR RAHAMAN and hence-
forth I shall be known as MD MANSUR
RAHAMAN (new name) in all purpose
vide an affidavit sworn before the Notary
Public at Murshidabad dated 01/04/2026.
MD MJANSUR RAHAMAN (old name)
and MD MANSUR RAHAMAN (new
name) both are same and one identical per-
SON.

Name Change

I, GOBINDA MONDAL S/o Lt. KRISHNA-
PARA MONDAL residing at Vill-Kalupur Ut-
tarpara, P.0O.-Kalupur, P.S.-Bongaon, Dist. North
24 Parganas West Bengal, do hereby solemnly
affirm & declare my actual name GOBINDA
MONDAL instead of GOBINDA MANDAL and
my son's actual name SAMIR MONDAL instead
of SAMIR MANDAL, vide an affidavit sworn be-
fore the Ld. Executive Magistrate at Bongaon,
North 24 Parganas dated on 30/03/2026. That
Gobinda Mondal S/o Krishnapada Mondal and
Gobinda Mandal S/o Krishnapada Mandal and
Mondal Gobinda S/o Krishnapada is one and
same identical person having no difference.

Name Change

I, Mamani Khatun (Old Name) W/O-
Abdul Sk resident of Vill-Imam nagar
Po-Megha Sihara , Ps-Sagardighi, Dist-
Murshidabad , West Bengal, Pin-742206
do hereby declared that I have changed
my name from Mamani Khatun to
Ayesha Bibi and henceforth I shall be
known as Ayesha Bibi (new name) in
all purpose, vide an affidavit sworn before
the notary public Domkal court on 30/
03/2026. My name Ayesha Bibi & Ma-
mani Khatun both are same and one iden-
tical person.

Name Change

I, SAMIR MONDAL S/o GOBINDA
MONDAL residing at Vill-Kalupur Ut-
tarpara, P.O.-Kalupur, P.S.-Bongaon, Dist.
North 24 Parganas West Bengal, do hereby
solemnly affirm & declare my actual name
SAMIR MONDAL instead of SAMIR
MANDAL and my father's actual name
GOBINDA MONDAL instead of GOB-
INDA MANDAL, vide an affidavit sworn
before the Ld. Executive Magistrate at Bon-
gaon, North 24 Parganas dated on
30/03/2026. SAMIR MONDAL S/0 GOB-
INDA MONDAL and SAMIR MANDAL
S/o GOBINDA MANDAL both are same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Md Manarul Islam (Old Name) S/O-
Allarakha Mollick resident of Vill & Po-
Majhyampur, Ps-Beldanga s
Dist-Murshidabad , West Bengal, Pin-
742189 do hereby declared that 1 have
changed my name from Md Manarul
Islam to Manarul Islam and henceforth
I shall be known as  Manarul Islam
(new name) in all purpose, vide an affi-
davit sworn before the notary public
Berhampore court on 18/03/2026. My
name Manarul Islam & Md Manarul
Islam  both are same and one identical
person.

Name Change

I, Mustul Shaikh (Old Name) S/O-As-
rafuddin Sekh resident of Vill-Barafkhana
, Po-Roshanbagh , Ps-Murshidabad, Dist-
Murshidabad , West Bengal, Pin-742164
do hereby declared that 1 have changed
my name from Mustul Shaikh to Mus-
tul Sekh and henceforth I'shall be known
as  Mustul Sekh (new name) in all pur-
pose, vide an affidavit sworn before the
notary public Domkal court on 01/
04/2026. My name Mustul Sekh &
Mustul Shaikh both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Alinur Seikh (Old Name) S/O-
Seikh Kajem Ali resident of Vill-
Sawtapara , Po-Hazarpur Nabagram ,
Ps-Kandi , Dist-Murshidabad , West
Bengal, Pin-742136 do hereby de-
clared that I have changed my name
from Alinur Seikh to Abdul Alim
and henceforth I shall be known as
Abdul Alim (new name) in all pur-
pose, vide an affidavit sworn before
the notary public Domkal court on
01/ 04/ 2026. My name Abdul Alim
& Alinur Seikh both are same and
one identical person.

Name Change

I, Kazi Humayan Kebir (Old Name)
S/O-Kazi Fazle Ahammad resident of
Dakshin Hazam Para , Salar , Murshidabad
, West Bengal, Pin-742401 do hereby de-
clared that I have changed my name
from Kazi Humayan Kebir to Md
Kabir and henceforth I shall be known
as  Md Kabir (new name) in all pur-
pose, vide an affidavit sworn before the
notary public Domkal court on 01/ 04/
2026. My name Md Kabir & Kazi Hu-
mayan Kebir both are same and one
identical person.

Name Change

I, Kajem Ali (Old Name) S/O-Ekra-
muhaque resident of Vill-Sawtapara , Po-
Hazarpur Nabagram , Ps-Kandi
Dist-Murshidabad , West Bengal, Pin-
742136 do hereby declared that I have
changed my name from Kajem Ali to
Seikh Kajem Ali and henceforth I shall
be known as  Seikh Kajem Ali (new
name) in all purpose, vide an affidavit
sworn before the notary public Domkal
court on 01/04/2026. My name Seikh
Kajem Ali & Kajem Ali bothare same
and one identical person.

Name Change

I, Mustul Sk (Old Name) S/O—Asra-
fuddin Sekh resident of Vill-Barafkhana
, Po-Roshanbagh , Ps-Murshidabad ,
Dist-Murshidabad , West Bengal, Pin-
742164 do hereby declared that I have
changed my name from Mustul Sk to
Mustul Sekh and henceforth I shall be
known as  Mustul Sekh (new name)
in all purpose, vide an affidavit sworn
before the notary public Domkal court on
01/ 04/2026. My name Mustul Sekh &
Mustul Sk both are same and one iden-
tical person.

Name Change

I, Saiful Islam (Old Name) S/O-
Niyakar Mandal resident of Vill-
Nischintapur Po-Baharan
Ps-Berhampore , Dist-Murshidabad ,
West Bengal, Pin-742165 do hereby
declared that | have changed my
name from Saiful Islam to Saiful
Islam Mandal and henceforth | shall
be known as  Saiful Islam Mandal
(new name) in all purpose, vide an af-
fidavit sworn before the notary public
Domkal court on 01/ 04/2026. My
name Saiful Islam Mandal & Saiful
Islam both are same and one identical
person.

Name Change

I, Dhani Bala Das (Old Name) W/O—
Haripada Majumder  resident of 180
Basak Para , West Kanchanbari , Masauli ,
Unakoti , Tripura, 799288 do hereby de-
clared that I have changed my name from
Dhani Bala Das to Dhanibala Majumder
and henceforth 1 shall be known as
Dhanibala Majumder (new name) in all
purpose, vide an affidavit sworn before
the notary public Domkal court on 01/
04/2026. My name Dhanibala Majumder
& Dhani Bala Das both are same and
one identical person.
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BJP supporters cheer during the arrival of the Leader of Opposition in West Bengal Assembly and BJP candidate Suvendu

Adhikari and state BJP President Samik Bhattacharya for a meeting with the West Bengal Chief Electoral Officer Manoj
Kumar Agarwal, ahead of the state Assembly elections, at CEO office, in Kolkata.

Fresh Roar on the
Horizon: Bengal
Safari to Welcome
New Tigress in Ge-
netic Revamp Plan

Staff reporter, Darjeeling, 1
April : Forest department
sources have confirmed that a
female Royal Bengal tiger will
soon be brought to the safari
from the Padmaja Naidu Hi-
malayan Zoological Park in
Darjeeling. In exchange, Ben-
gal Safari will send one of its
tigresses to the hill zoo. The
proposal has already received
formal approval from the Cen-
tral Zoo Authority, clearing the
way for the transfer.

The move is being seen as
a crucial step in strengthening
genetic diversity among cap-
tive tiger populations in North
Bengal. Zoo officials have ex-
plained that the decision was
taken primarily to address con-
cerns over inbreeding. With
most of the tigers currently
housed at Bengal Safari de-
scending from the same blood-
line, experts had flagged the
growing risk of “inbreeding
depression,” a phenomenon
that can weaken offspring over
generations.

Specialists warn that pro-
longed breeding within the
same genetic line can signifi-
cantly reduce disease resist-
ance among cubs, increase the
likelihood of congenital abnor-
malities and, in some cases,
raise mortality rates. By intro-
ducing a new bloodline into the
population, authorities hope to
create healthier breeding con-
ditions and ensure the long-
term sustainability of the
species within the safari’s care.

Bengal Safari began its
journey in 2016 with two Royal
Bengal tigers named Sheela
and Snehasish. From that mod-
est beginning, the tiger popula-
tion at the park has grown
steadily over the years. At pres-
ent, the safari is home to 14
Royal Bengal tigers. Several of
them have already been relo-
cated to other zoos within West
Bengal, including Alipore Zoo
in Kolkata, as well as to facili-
ties outside the state as part of
coordinated conservation ef-
forts.

The Royal Bengal Tiger
Safari remains the park’s prin-
cipal attraction, drawing thou-
sands of visitors from across
India and abroad. Tourists
flock to Siliguri to experience
the thrill of spotting the majes-
tic big cats in expansive enclo-
sures designed to mimic
natural habitats. The introduc-
tion of a new tigress is ex-
pected to add further interest
and strengthen the safari’s con-
servation narrative.

In recent years, authori-
ties have also expanded infra-
structure to accommodate the
growing tiger population. Last
year, a new enclosure spanning
nearly 100 bighas of land was
constructed at a cost of approx-
imately Rs 54 lakh. However,
while physical infrastructure
has improved, the genetic chal-
lenge remained unresolved,
prompting the present ex-
change initiative. Meanwhile,
the Padmaja Naidu Himalayan
Zoological Park in Darjeeling,
one of India’s most renowned
high-altitude zoos, currently
houses two Siberian tigers and
three Royal Bengal tigers.

Malati Rahha Roy Files Nominationin
Grand Show of Strength at Tufanganj

STAFF CORRESPON-
DENT

Cooch Behar, 1 April : Ina
vibrant display of political
enthusiasm, BJP candidate
Malati Rabha Roy on
Wednesday filed her nomina-
tion papers for the Tufanganj
Assembly constituency, ar-
riving at the Sub-Divisional
Officer’s office in an open-
top jeep amid drumbeats,
balloons and a large proces-
sion of party workers and
supporters. The event marked
a formal beginning to her
electoral battle in what is
shaping up to be a closely
watched contest in Cooch
Behar district.

Since early morning,
BJP supporters had gathered
in front of the party office in
Tufanganj, creating a festive
atmosphere well before the
candidate’s departure. Clad
in party colours and waving
flags, nearly a thousand
workers and sympathisers ac-
companied Roy as she made
her way through the town.
The open-top jeep proces-
sion, set to the rhythmic
beats of traditional drums,
drew the attention of onlook-
ers along the route. Police
personnel were deployed to
maintain order as the convoy
proceeded toward the office
of the Tufanganj Sub-Divi-
sional Officer.

After submitting her
nomination papers, Roy
briefly addressed the media.
In a succinct remark, she
said, “To contest an election,
one must submit a nomina-
tion; that is precisely why I
have submitted mine.” How-
ever, she quickly shifted to a
more pointed political tone,
targeting the ruling Tri-
namool Congress and chal-
lenging the party to account
for its record in the con-
stituency.

“We have prepared a de-
tailed report of what we have

accomplished over the past
five years,” Roy asserted.
“Now, let the Trinamool
Congress present a report of
what they have done in Tu-
fanganj over the last fifteen
years.” She alleged that dur-
ing its tenure in power, the
ruling party had failed to en-
sure law and order and had
presided over widespread
corruption. “There is no rule
of law, and there is no safety
for women. Corruption is
rampant everywhere, and job
seekers  remain  unem-
ployed—will they be able to
produce a report on that?”
she asked. Roy further
claimed that those demand-
ing accountability from her
would soon be “on their way
out of Bengal.”

The BJP candidate iden-
tified the long-pending Jald-
howa Bridge as the central
issue of the election in Tufan-
ganj. According to her, nei-
ther the Left Front during its
34-year rule nor the Tri-
namool Congress in its 15
years of governance man-
aged to construct the bridge,
which she described as vital
for the region’s connectivity
and development. Recount-
ing her efforts, Roy said she
had raised the matter in the
State Legislative Assembly
but was told that funds were
unavailable and that she
should seek assistance from
the Centre.

She stated that she sub-
sequently met Union Minis-
ter for Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari to
pursue the matter. Following
the meeting, a team of engi-
neers was reportedly sent to
inspect the site. Roy claimed
that the Centre informed her
that the State Government
would need to prepare a com-
prehensive project plan, pass
it in the State Assembly, and
then submit it for the release
of central funds. “I conveyed
this information in the As-

sembly, and I was assured
that everything was ready.
Yet, to this day, no such proj-
ect plan has materialized,”
she said. Giving what she de-
scribed as a firm commit-
ment, Roy declared that if a
BJP government is formed in
the state, the bridge would be
constructed.

Turning her attention to
the Trinamool Congress’s
candidate, former Ranji
cricketer Shiv Shankar Paul,
Roy extended what she
termed her “best wishes” to
him, while also making a
pointed remark about his po-
litical ~ alignment. She
claimed that during the 2021
elections, Paul had contacted
her by phone and expressed
support for the BJP. “I appeal
to him as well to cast his vote
in my favor,” she added.

Roy further alleged that
Trinamool had “corrupted
even a good boy,” suggesting
that Paul’s association with
the ruling party was mis-
placed. She also commented
on his recent visit to the area,
claiming he appeared unfa-
miliar with certain local is-
sues. Notably, she pointed
out that Tufanganj has been
widely regarded as a BJP
stronghold, with the party se-
curing a lead in the con-
stituency during both the
previous Assembly and Lok
Sabha elections.

Observers note that
while Paul’s sporting creden-
tials may appeal to a section
of voters, his professional
commitments often take him
outside the district. In con-
trast, Roy has maintained a
consistent presence in Tufan-
ganj over the past five years,
engaging in public outreach
and local initiatives. As cam-
paigning gains momentum,
political analysts suggest that
this sustained grassroots en-
gagement may offer her a
slight but significant edge in
the 2026 Assembly polls.

Gommemoration of Dhirendranath Datta's
Death Anniversary andBHASHA RATNA An-

Kolkata, 1 April : Antarrashtriya
Prashasti Puraskar 2026.

To mark the death anniversary of
Late Dhirendranath Datta, the principal
Architect behind the recognition of Ben-
gali as the national language of
Bangladesh, a special event is being or-
ganized jointly by Anandabahar and the
United Journalists' Forum and held with
the support of distinguished Bangladeshi
Patron (and current US resident) Nurul
Islam. The event titled "Dhirendranath
Dutta Memorial Lecture took place on
Sunday, March 29, 2026, at the Krishna-
pada Ghosh Memorial Hall in Sealdah.

On this occasion, UJF proudly pres-
ents BHASHA RATNA Antarrashtriya
Prashasti Puraskar 2026 (“Gem of Lan-
guage” International Award).

This Award is instituted in the
revered memory of the eminent luminar-
ies Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar and
Dhirendranath Datta, whose profound
scholarship, humanitarian ideals, and
courageous advocacy for justice en-
riched the intellectual and cultural her-
itage of India.

This distinguished honour cele-
brates individuals whose contributions to
language, literature, culture, and enlight-

ened social thought inspire society and
strengthen the spirit of human values.

Upon the considered recommenda-
tion of the Award Selection Committee
and in recognition of distinguished and
enduring contributions to literature, cul-  an
ture, and public thought, the

“Bhasha
Prashasti Puraskar 2026”was conferred
upon two Recipients.

Sri Nagathihalli Ramesh

(Internationally acclaimed Kan-
nada poet, thinker, agriculturist, film-
maker, and social & political activist
from Bengaluru, Karnataka, India)

and Smt. Manisha Purkayastha
(daughter of the Bengali language
movement leader Dhirendranath Datta.)

The
presided by Sri Pradip Kumar Chaudhury,
a former Bureaucrat, eminent Poet, Edi-

O i

Ratna Antarrashtriya

overall programme was

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Cooch Behar, 1 April : The political atmos-
phere in Dinhata intensified on Wednesday as
Union Minister of State for Education,
Sukanta Majumdar, faced a tense reception
from Trinamool supporters while campaign-
ing alongside BJP candidate Ajay Roy.

Early Wednesday morning, Sukanta Ma-
jumdar departed from Cooch Behar to Din-
hata to support the BJP’s outreach efforts in
the constituency. As the convoy approached
Prantik Bazar, a crowd of local Trinamool
workers and supporters gathered along the
roadside, waving black flags and chanting
slogans of “Go Back” aimed at the Union
Minister. Police personnel were deployed in
front of the protesters to maintain order, pre-
venting any direct confrontation.

Despite the hostile reception, Sukanta
Majumdar and Ajay Roy proceeded to Din-
hata, where the Union Minister offered
prayers at the Madan Mohan Temple. Follow-
ing the temple visit, the pair conducted an ex-
tensive door-to-door campaign along the
town’s main thoroughfares. A large contin-
gent of BJP workers and supporters accompa-
nied them, creating a visible show of strength
and party presence.

Speaking to the media during the cam-
paign, Sukanta Majumdar strongly criticized
the Trinamool candidate and the local politi-
cal climate. He asserted that the BJP, repre-
sented by the “Lotus” symbol, is the only
force capable of ending what he described as
an atmosphere of terror and corruption in
Dinhata. He claimed that the opposition had
created fear and instability, and only a BJP-
led administration could restore safety and ac-
countability in the area.

Addressing the incident of black flags,
Sukanta Majumdar remarked pointedly, “The
Trinamool does not need to wave black flags;
their faces are already black the moment they
stand before you. Some have trafficked cattle,
others have stolen coal, and still others have
stolen sand. If not that, then they are involved
in at least a murder or two, or a rape or two.
That is why their faces are black, rendering
black flags unnecessary.”

He further directed criticism at Tri-
namool leader Udayan Guha, recalling previ-
ous threats made against him. “Udayan Guha
had boasted, ‘Let him enter here, and I’ll do
this to him, I’ll do that to him.” Well, I have
entered, and here I stand. Now we’ve seen
who really has the guts. If the police were to
step aside, even a mouse wouldn’t dare uri-
nate on them—that is how pathetic their con-
dition is,” Sukanta Majumdar said,
underscoring his defiance in the face of prior
intimidation.

In response, Udayan Guha dismissed the
Union Minister’s comments as provocative
and unbecoming of his position. “For a profes-
sor, the language he has used is unbecoming;
a gentleman does not use such language in
public. Furthermore, on the day I challenged
him to come to Dinhata, he lacked the courage
to do so. Now, he has arrived backed by Cen-
tral Forces, the Election Commission, and all
the rest. He simply makes such provocative
statements to incite the public,” Guha said.

Guha also addressed the black flag inci-
dent, asserting that those involved were not
Trinamool members but individuals whose
names had been removed from the voter list.
He warned that if Sukanta Majumdar had
ventured deeper into Dinhata, he would have
faced more serious opposition.

The developments in Dinhata on
Wednesday reflect the rising tensions in
Cooch Behar politics as elections approach.
With both sides issuing strong statements and
rallying supporters, the constituency has
emerged as a key battleground. While the BJP
seeks to portray itself as a party capable of
eliminating corruption and restoring order,
the Trinamool has emphasized opposition to
what it calls provocative campaigning and in-
timidation tactics.

As campaigning continues, observers
note that such confrontations could set the
tone for an intense electoral contest in the
coming weeks. The interplay of rallies, door-
to-door outreach, and public statements is
shaping a narrative that blends political strat-
egy with direct voter engagement, making
Dinhata one of the most closely watched con-
stituencies in the region.

Black Flags, Fiery Exchanges Mark Sukanta

Majumdar’s Campaign Visit to Dinhata

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Cooch Behar, 1 April : With the
election atmosphere intensifying in
Cooch Behar district, political tem-
peratures rose sharply on Wednes-
day as Union Minister of State for
Education **Sukanta Majumdar**
faced black flag protests and “Go
Back” slogans during his campaign
visit to Dinhata. The dramatic
scenes unfolded even before he for-
mally began canvassing in support
of BJP candidate Ajay Roy.
According to local sources,
Majumdar had set out from Cooch
Behar town in the morning to
campaign for Roy, the Bharatiya
Janata Party candidate contesting
from Dinhata. However, just be-
fore entering the town, near Pran-
tik Bazar, a group of Trinamool
Congress workers and supporters
assembled along the roadside and
began waving black flags at the
minister’s convoy. Protesters si-
multaneously raised “Go Back”
slogans, creating a tense situation
in the area. Police personnel were

deployed in advance and posi-
tioned directly in front of the
demonstrators, preventing any di-
rect confrontation between the
two sides. The convoy slowed
briefly but continued its journey
under security cover.

Despite the initial disruption,
Majumdar proceeded with his
scheduled programme upon reach-
ing Dinhata. His visit began with
prayers at the historic Madan
Mohan Temple, where he sought
blessings before launching into a
public outreach campaign along the
town’s main thoroughfares. Accom-
panied by Ajay Roy and a large con-
tingent of BJP workers and
supporters, the Union Minister un-
dertook a door-to-door campaign,
greeting residents and appealing for
votes. The rally drew a significant
crowd, with party flags and slogans
echoing through the streets as the
entourage moved through different
neighbourhoods.

Speaking to reporters during
the campaign, Majumdar addressed
both the protest and the broader po-

litical climate in the constituency.
He asserted that the BJP’s symbol,
the Lotus, represents the only hope
for building a Dinhata free from ter-
ror and corruption. Alleging that the
Trinamool Congress candidate,
whom he described as a defector
from the Forward Bloc, had fos-
tered an atmosphere of fear in the
region, Majumdar claimed that only
the BJP could “liberate” the people
from such conditions.

Responding directly to the
black flag demonstration, the min-
ister launched a sharp verbal attack
on his political opponents. “The Tri-
namool does not need to wave black
flags; their faces are already black
the moment they stand before you,”
he said. He went on to accuse mem-
bers of the ruling party of involve-
ment in cattle trafficking, coal theft,
sand mining irregularities, and other
serious crimes. “That is why their
faces are black, rendering black
flags unnecessary,” he remarked,
drawing loud cheers from party
supporters.

Majumdar also referred to

earlier comments allegedly made
by Trinamool leader Udayan
Guha, who had challenged him to
enter Dinhata. “Udayan Guha had
boasted, ‘Let him enter here, and
1’11 do this to him, I’ll do that to
him.” Well, I have entered, and
here I stand. Now we’ve seen who
really has the guts,” Majumdar de-
clared. In a provocative aside, he
added that without police protec-
tion, his opponents would not be
able to assert themselves, using a
metaphor to underscore his claim
about their weakness.

The remarks triggered an im-
mediate counter-response from
Udayan Guha. Speaking later, Guha
criticised the tone and language
used by the Union Minister, calling
it inappropriate and unbecoming of
someone from an academic back-
ground. “For a professor, the lan-
guage he has used is unbecoming; a
gentleman does not use such lan-
guage in public,” Guha said. He fur-
ther alleged that on a previous
occasion when he had challenged
Majumdar to visit Dinhata, the lat-

ter had not done so.

Guha also dismissed the black
flag protest as a spontaneous ex-
pression of public dissatisfaction
rather than an organised party
demonstration. According to him,
those who waved flags were indi-
viduals whose names had been re-
moved from the SI list and were
aggrieved. “That was merely at
Prantik Bazar; had he ventured
deeper into the area, they would
have wrapped him up in black
cloth,” Guha claimed, accusing the
minister of relying on central secu-
rity forces and institutional backing
to stage his visit.

As polling day approaches, the
exchange of barbs between leaders
of the BJP and Trinamool Congress
has added to the charged political
atmosphere in Cooch Behar. With
rallies, counter-rallies and increas-
ingly sharp rhetoric dominating the
campaign trail, Dinhata has
emerged as a key battleground
where both sides are striving to con-
solidate support amid mounting ten-
sions.

tor, and the Founder of Poets Foundation,
a UNESCO accredited organisation .

The event was graced by eminent
personalities and speakers including
Professor Liton Rakib, K.N. Adhikari,
internationally
Thinker, Film-maker, Socio- Political
Activist and Agriculturist Nagathihalli
Ramesh, Gournitai Saha and others. The
program also featured a musical per-
formance by Baul Artist Ganesh Chan-
dra Roy, an inaugural song by team
Padarpon, and an audio drama by
Kavyadeep Abritti Charcha Kendra. The
speech of patron Nurul Islam was ad-
dressed by essayist Makhanlal Pradhan
followed by the speech of Dhiren-
dranath Datta's
Purkayastha which was addressed by
eminent recitation artist Sumana Bhat-
tacharya respectively.

renowned poet,

daughter Manisha

“I Am Not Dead”: 90-
Year-Old Woman'’s
Tearful Plea Over
Deleted Voter Name
Shakes Barabani
Campaign Trail

Staff reporter, Kolkata, 1
April : The Bengal Election
2026 came to a sudden halt in
Barabani when a frail 90-year-
old woman clutched the feet of
Trinamool Congress candidate
and sitting MLA Bidhan Upad-
hyay with a heartbreaking ap-
peal. Amid slogans, party flags
and door-to-door outreach, the
emotional cry of Durga Roy
cut through the political noise
with a simple but devastating
question: if her name has been
struck off the voter list as
“dead,” how will she prove she
is still alive?

The incident unfolded in
Simantapalli of Rupnarayan-
pur, where Upadhyay had ar-
rived as part of his grassroots
campaign. Known for reaching
out to residents directly at their
doorsteps, the candidate was
interacting with locals when
Durga Roy slowly made her
way through the crowd. Weak
in body but firm in resolve, she
held on to him and broke down
in tears. “Put my name back on
the voter list, son,” she
pleaded, her voice trembling
with desperation.

For Durga Roy, elections
are not about party manifestos
or ideological debates. She
does not fully grasp the work-
ings of the Election Commis-
sion or the intricacies of the
Special Intensive Revision
process that led to her name
being marked as deleted. All
she knows is that she has voted
all her life and now, suddenly,
she has been declared dead in
official records.

Roy lives alone in a mod-
est home. Her only son passed
away years ago, and her two
daughters are married and set-
tled elsewhere. Despite her ad-
vancing age and fragile health,
she has always taken pride in
exercising her democratic
right. Voting day, for her, was a
reminder that she mattered. But
when the updated voter rolls
were published following the
SIR process, her name ap-
peared under the deleted cate-
gory, reportedly because
government records listed her
as deceased.The news shat-
tered her. Neighbours say she
wept inconsolably upon learn-
ing that, on paper, she no
longer existed. “I have not
died,” she told the candidate
through tears. “Why has my
name been cut? If my name is
not there, how will 1 vote?
How will I even stay in my
own home?” Her words, sim-
ple and raw, brought campaign
workers and onlookers to
stunned silence.

Upadhyay immediately
paused his campaign and reas-
sured the elderly woman. He
directed local party leaders to
initiate the necessary adminis-
trative procedures at once to re-
store her name to the electoral
roll.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a public meeting, in Biswanath, Assam. State BJP president Dilip Saikia also seen.

Stalin accuses
BIP of "plotting”
to create vio-
lencein TN

Staff Reporter, Tiruchirap-
palli, 1 April: Chief Minister
MK Stalin on Wednesday ac-
cused the BJP of conspiring to
carry out violence in Tamil
Nadu, allegedly on the lines of
Uttar Pradesh and Manipur
and asserted that it was outma-
noeuvred.

Addressing a DMK rally
here for the upcoming Assem-
bly polls, Stalin, the president
of the ruling DMK, listed
schemes implemented in
Tiruchirappalli region by his
government. He referred to
initiatives including Pancha-
pur bus terminus, mini-sta-
dium, jallikattu arena, model
schools and combined drink-
ing water schemes. Soon after
his party forms government
again, a mega library named
after Kamarajar, a TIDEL park
and an Olympic Academy will
be inaugurated in the region,
and Tiruchirappalli's develop-
ment is a challenge to the cap-
ital city of Chennai, he said.
During the past five years, for
Tiruchirappalli, Rs 26,066
crore worth of projects have
been completed and "that is
why I have come seeking your
votes," Stalin said. Asserting
that his regime successfully
implemented assurances made
ahead of the 2021 Assembly
polls, including fare-free
travel for women in buses,
Stalin underscored that 9 lakh
students received an assis-
tance of Rs 1,000 per month
for higher education.

In January this year, a Rs
3,000 cash gift was provided
to all rice ration card-holders
for the harvest festival Pongal.
He referred to the disbursal of
Rs 5,000 to 1.31 crore women
beneficiaries in February -- Rs
1,000 assistance per month;
provided for 3 months in ad-
vance in addition to Rs 2,000
summer grant --- and the as-
sured pension plan announced
for state government employ-
ees (TAPS). Further, he said:
"Above all, there is no caste
riot in Tamil Nadu, no reli-
gious riots like those seen in
the BJP-ruled states. No
events of mob violence like
the ones seen in Uttar Pradesh.
No continuous violence like in

Manipur."

The Chief Minister
claimed: "We have also
thwarted the conspiracies

made by the BJP to create all
these things. It is because of
the peaceful environment and
skilled human resources under
our governance that invest-
ments are coming to Tamil
Nadu today. This growth must
be taken to the next level. I
have released the DMK elec-
tion manifesto as a clear action
plan for that."

Quoting from the mani-
festo, he assured that the Rs
1,000 provided monthly as
"rights grant" for women will
be doubled to Rs 2,000. Under
the Pudhumai Penn and Tamil
Puthalvan schemes, college
students currently receiving
Rs 1,000 per month will get
Rs 1,500.

Fuel Shock in the Capital: Pre-
mium Petrol, Diesel and ATF
Prices Surge Amld Global Tensions

Staff Reporter, New Delhi,
1 April: Indian Oil Corpora-
tion raising the rates of its
high-end petrol and diesel
variants in Delhi. The increase
comes alongside a sharp spike
in aviation turbine fuel prices,
sparking concerns that airfares
may soon climb as airlines
struggle to absorb mounting
operational costs.

According to reports
from news agencies, Indian
Oil’s XP100 premium petrol
has witnessed a steep increase
of %11 per litre in the national
capital. The price, which pre-
viously stood at 149 per litre,
has now risen to X160. The
company has also revised the
price of its premium diesel
variant, Extra Green. The cost
of this diesel has moved up
from 391.49 per litre to 392.99
per litre. While the hike in pre-
mium diesel appears modest
compared to the jump in
XP100 petrol, it nonetheless
signals upward pressure in the
high-performance fuel seg-
ment.

Indian Oil has not offi-
cially clarified the precise rea-
sons behind the revision.
However, market analysts
point toward volatility in
global crude oil prices, driven
largely by escalating geopolit-
ical tensions in West Asia. The
region remains a crucial hub
for global energy supplies, and
recent conflicts have con-
tributed to fluctuations in
crude benchmarks and rising
transportation costs. The in-
creased burden on supply
chains is believed to have in-

fluenced the decision to raise
prices of premium fuels,
which are often more sensitive
to global market shifts.

For now, the reported
price hikes have surfaced in
Delhi, and it remains unclear
whether similar revisions will
be implemented in other cities
across the country. Fuel prices
in India often vary depending
on local taxes and distribution
costs, and any broader adjust-
ment could have cascading ef-
fects on consumers and
businesses alike.

The aviation sector,
meanwhile, faces an even
sharper challenge. Aviation
turbine fuel prices have surged
dramatically, more than dou-
bling in recent months amid
global oil instability. The cost
of ATF in Delhi has now
climbed to approximately
%2.07 lakh per kilolitre. This
marks a striking rise from
early March, when ATF prices
were increased by 5.7 percent
and stood at around 96,000
per kilolitre in the capital. The
scale of the latest escalation
underscores the strain placed
on airlines, for whom fuel ex-
penses constitute a significant
share of operational expendi-
ture.

Industry observers cau-
tion that such a steep hike in
ATF could soon translate into
higher ticket prices. Airlines,
already navigating competi-
tive pricing pressures and
fluctuating passenger demand,
may find it increasingly diffi-
cult to shield consumers from
the impact. Even a marginal

increase in base fares or fuel
surcharges could alter travel
costs substantially, particu-
larly during peak travel sea-
sons.

The ongoing turbulence
in West Asia continues to cast
a long shadow over global en-
ergy trade. The Strait of Hor-
muz, a critical maritime
corridor through which a large
portion of the world’s oil and
gas shipments pass, has re-
portedly faced disruptions. Al-
legations that Iran has
restricted movement through
the strait have heightened un-
certainty, although certain ves-
sels have been permitted to
transit. Some Indian ships are
understood to have encoun-
tered delays, adding to logisti-
cal complexities.

Despite these develop-
ments, the Petroleum Ministry
has maintained that India’s
overall oil supply remains sta-
ble. Officials have empha-
sized that the country imports
crude not only through the
Strait of Hormuz but also via
alternative routes and diversi-
fied sources. As a result, au-
thorities assert that there has
been no immediate disruption
to fuel availability within the
country.

Importantly, the prices of
regular petrol and diesel have
not been revised upward. The
government had earlier re-
duced excise duties on these
essential fuels, a move in-
tended to shield the general
public from the brunt of inter-
national price volatility. This
buffer appears to have helped
keep standard fuel rates steady
for now, even as premium seg-
ments reflect market pres-
sures. The ripple effects of
rising energy costs extend be-
yond automotive and aviation
fuels. Commercial LPG cylin-
der prices have also witnessed
a sharp jump. The cost of a 19-
kilogram commercial cooking
gas cylinder has risen by
%218, bringing the price to
32,208.

Night of Fire in
Ganderhal: One
Militant Killed
as Security
Forces Inten-
sify ‘Arahama’
Operation

Staff Reporter, Jammu, 1
April: Jammu and Kashmir’s
Ganderbal district as security
forces launched a major
counter-terror operation in
the Arahama area, leading to
a fierce gun battle that left
one militant dead and trig-
gered an extensive search op-
eration that continues into
Wednesday. Acting on spe-
cific intelligence inputs, the
Army, Jammu and Kashmir
Police, and the Central Re-
serve Police Force jointly
moved in late Tuesday night
to neutralize the suspected
threat.

According to police
sources, credible information
indicated the presence of sev-
eral militants hiding in a resi-
dential structure in Arahama.
Swift coordination followed,
with security personnel cor-
doning off the entire locality
before initiating a search oper-
ation under the cover of dark-
ness. The area was sealed
strategically to prevent escape
routes, and residents were ad-
vised to remain indoors as the
operation gathered momen-
tum.

The situation escalated
when militants, believed to be
holed up inside a house,
opened fire on the advancing
forces. The exchange of gun-
fire soon intensified, echoing
through the quiet valley
night. Security forces retali-
ated with controlled preci-
sion, ensuring that civilian
casualties were avoided while
maintaining pressure on the
armed suspects. The exact
number of militants involved
remains unclear, though offi-
cials suspect that more than
one was present during the
encounter.

The Indian Army’s Chi-
nar Corps, headquartered in
Srinagar, later confirmed that
the operation was launched
after establishing a tight cor-
don around the suspected
hideout. After hours of inter-
mittent firing, one militant
was neutralized. His body was
recovered on Wednesday
morning once firing subsided
and the area was declared tem-
porarily secure. Identification
procedures are currently un-
derway.

Security officials believe
that other militants may have
managed to escape under the
cover of darkness. The dense
terrain and limited visibility
during the night likely aided
their movement. However,
forces have not relaxed their
vigilance.  Reinforcements
have been deployed to
strengthen the cordon and ex-
pand the search grid. Surveil-
lance drones and additional
personnel have been brought
in to comb adjoining areas
thoroughly.

The operation remains
active, with search teams
meticulously scanning nearby
orchards, houses, and forested
patches. Authorities have
placed surrounding regions on
high alert to prevent any re-
grouping or further attempts at
infiltration.

Trinamool Expands Assam Footprint:
11 Gandidates Announced, Star
Gampaigners to Lead Manifesto Push

Staff Reporter, Guwahati, 1 April: The Tri-
namool Congress has intensified its political
foray into Assam, unveiling its first list of 17
candidates for the upcoming Assembly elec-
tions and setting the stage for the release of its
manifesto on Thursday. The move signals the
party’s determined bid to establish itself as a
formidable force in the neighbouring state,
where it has been steadily building its organi-
sational network over the past few years.

The manifesto will be formally launched
in Assam in the presence of Sagarika Ghose,
who is scheduled to attend the programme as
part of the party’s outreach efforts. Party lead-
ers confirmed that Ghose will remain in the
state for a day to take part in the event. The an-
nouncement also comes with the inclusion of
additional star campaigners, reflecting the
party’s strategy to combine regional presence
with nationally recognisable faces.

Among those set to campaign are Lok
Sabha MP Kirti Azad, Baharampur MP Yusuf
Pathan, and Rajya Sabha MP and former Union
Minister Babul Supriyo. Kirti Azad will be in
Assam on April 5 and 6, while Yusuf Pathan is
slated to campaign on April 6 and 7. Babul
Supriyo will address election meetings in the
state on April 7. The coordinated campaign
schedule underscores the importance the Tri-
namool leadership is placing on Assam as one
of the key battlegrounds outside West Bengal.

Assam, governed by Chief Minister Hi-
manta Biswa Sarma, has emerged as a signifi-
cant focus area for the Trinamool Congress
among states heading toward Assembly elec-
tions. Party insiders maintain that the organisa-
tion has developed a credible grassroots
presence in several constituencies, particularly
in regions with sizeable Bengali-speaking and
minority populations. The first phase of candi-
date announcements appears to reflect that elec-
toral calculus.

The initial list includes a mix of minority
and regional faces. Udangshri Narzary has been
nominated from Baokhungri in Kokrajhar,

while Mominur Islam will contest from Bilasi-
para in Dhubri district. Arif Akbar Ahmed has
been fielded from Jaleswar in Goalpara. Other
candidates in the first phase include Kalyani
Kalita, Bikash Nath Yogi, Amirul Islam, and
Dulu Ahmed, among others. The selection pat-
tern suggests a deliberate attempt to consolidate
support among communities that the party be-
lieves may be receptive to its platform.

Sushmita Deyv, the state president of the
Assam Trinamool Congress, stated that the
party has taken a preliminary decision to contest
in 51 constituencies across the state. However,
she added that the final number of seats may be
adjusted based on evolving political considera-
tions. The party leadership has indicated that it
does not intend to field candidates in constituen-
cies where doing so might indirectly benefit the
Bharatiya Janata Party. If necessary, it is pre-
pared to reduce the number of seats it contests
to avoid splitting anti-BJP votes.

This calibrated approach reflects a broader
strategy aimed at positioning the Trinamool as
a responsible opposition force rather than
merely an expansionist player. By signalling
flexibility in seat selection, the party appears
keen to counter criticism that its presence could
fragment the opposition space. At the same
time, the decision to release candidates early
demonstrates organisational confidence and a
desire to seize momentum.

Political observers note that the Tri-
namool’s growing interest in Assam is part of
its larger national ambitions. Having consoli-
dated its dominance in West Bengal, the party
has sought to expand its footprint in other
states, particularly in the Northeast. Assam,
with its complex social fabric and history of
shifting political alliances, presents both chal-
lenges and opportunities. The upcoming mani-
festo is expected to articulate the party’s vision
for governance in Assam, addressing issues
ranging from economic development and em-
ployment to social harmony and minority
rights.

Form 6 Row Heats Up Bengal Poli-
tics as State Moves Supreme Court
Amid Protests Outside CEO Office

Staff Reporter, New Delhi, 1 April: West Ben-
gal’s political temperature has risen sharply
ahead of the elections, with Form 6 emerging
as the latest flashpoint between the ruling Tri-
namool Congress and the Election Commis-
sion. For the second consecutive day,
Trinamool workers and supporters gathered
outside the office of the Chief Electoral Officer
in Kolkata, alleging large-scale irregularities in
the submission of voter enrolment applications.
The controversy has now reached the Supreme
Court, where the matter was raised during the
hearing of the SIR case before the Bench of the
Chief Justice on Wednesday.

Appearing for the state, senior advocate
Kalyan Banerjee questioned the timing and
scale of Form 6 submissions, arguing that the
final electoral roll had already been published
and that the process of resolving disputed names
was underway. In that context, he asked how
“bundles and bundles” of Form 6 applications
were still being submitted to the Commission.
The submission sought to underline what the
state described as an unusual surge in applica-
tions at a sensitive stage of the electoral process.

The Election Commission, however, of-
fered a categorical rebuttal. Its counsel main-
tained that under existing electoral law, Form 6
applications can be submitted until the last date
of nomination. The process, the Commission
argued, is entirely lawful and forms part of a
continuous mechanism that allows eligible cit-
izens to apply for inclusion in the voter list. The
Commission further contended that any indi-
vidual is legally permitted to submit Form 6 ap-
plications, and that it is the Commission’s
responsibility to scrutinise and verify each ap-
plication before taking a decision.

The hearing saw pointed exchanges over
the scale of submissions. Banerjee raised con-
cerns that nearly 30,000 Form 6 applications
had allegedly been submitted by a single indi-
vidual, questioning how such a volume could

be procedurally feasible. In response, the Com-
mission’s counsel referred to specific provi-
sions in electoral rules to argue that the law
does not bar bulk submissions per se, as long
as due verification follows. The counsel also
pointed out that there exists a statutory mecha-
nism for objections, namely through the filing
of Form 7, which allows citizens to challenge
wrongful inclusions in the electoral roll.

After hearing both sides, Justice Joymalya
Bagchi observed that once a formal notification
for elections is issued, voting is conducted on
the basis of the electoral roll as it stands at that
time. He clarified that the mere submission of
Form 6 and the subsequent inclusion of a name
would not automatically entitle a person to vote
in the ongoing election if procedural timelines
do not permit it. The Bench also observed that
if any individual is unable to vote in the current
election due to timing issues, it does not
amount to a permanent deprivation of voting
rights.The Supreme Court adjourned the hear-
ing for the day, scheduling the next round of ar-
guments for April 6. Meanwhile, political
rhetoric in Bengal shows no signs of cooling.

The controversy gained further momentum
after Trinamool Congress national general sec-
retary Abhishek Banerjee visited the Chief Elec-
toral Officer’s office in Kolkata earlier this
week. He alleged that there were attempts to
manipulate the voter list by inserting names of
individuals from other states, specifically Bihar
and Uttar Pradesh, into West Bengal’s electoral
rolls. According to him, such actions amounted
to a deliberate effort to tamper with the integrity
of the democratic process.The Election Com-
mission has not publicly conceded any irregu-
larity and continues to assert that all applications
undergo verification before inclusion. Officials
have reiterated that the electoral roll revision
process is governed by established rules and is
subject to checks and balances, including op-
portunities for objections and appeals.

Digital Gensus 2027: Most Data to Be HBlGﬂSElI I 2027 ﬂaSIE SIIWEV Modalities Under Review

Staff Reporter, Mumbai, 1 April:
India’s next Census will mark a his-
toric shift in methodology, with the
bulk of its data and statistics set to
be released in 2027, Registrar Gen-
eral and Census Commissioner Mri-
tyunjay Kumar Narayan has
announced. Moving away from the
traditional paper-based system, the
nationwide enumeration will be
conducted through a fully digital
process, a transformation officials
believe will significantly speed up
data compilation and publication.

The first phase of the Census
exercise is scheduled to begin on
April 1. The second phase, which
will include the caste survey, will
follow in early 2027. However, the
modalities and methodology of the
caste enumeration are yet to be fi-
nalized. Narayan stated that several
recommendations have been re-
ceived and are currently under ex-
amination before a conclusive
framework is adopted.

For the initial phase, the gov-

ernment has prepared a detailed
questionnaire comprising 33 ques-
tions. Enumerators will collect in-
formation related to housing
conditions and household character-
istics. Details such as municipal or
local authority house numbers, Cen-
sus house numbers, materials used
for flooring, walls and roofing, and
the overall condition of the structure
will be recorded. Officials will also
document the usage of the house,
whether it is residential, commercial
or mixed.

In addition, demographic de-
tails will form a crucial part of the
survey. Enumerators will gather in-
formation on the total number of
members in each household, the
name and gender of the head of the
family, and whether the head be-
longs to a Scheduled Caste, Sched-
uled Tribe or other community. The
number of rooms in a dwelling,
ownership status of the property and
the number of married members in
the household will also be noted.

Authorities emphasize that this
granular data will help shape policy
planning and welfare distribution
for years to come.

According to data shared by
Census officials, India’s administra-
tive landscape has undergone no-
table changes since the 2011
Census. The number of villages has
declined by over a thousand, from
640,932 in 2011 to 639,902 at pres-
ent, reflecting the steady expansion

of urban settlements. The number of
states and Union Territories has in-
creased by one, bringing the total to
36. Districts have grown signifi-
cantly in number, rising from 640 in
2011 to 784 now, an addition of 144
districts. Sub-districts too have seen
a sharp increase, expanding from
5,990 to 7,092.

Narayan pointed out that West
Bengal remains the only state yet to
issue the required notification re-

lated to the Census process. Discus-
sions are ongoing with the state
government, and officials have indi-
cated that West Bengal will have
time until September 30 to complete
its enumeration work.

One of the most transforma-
tive aspects of this Census will be
the push for self-enumeration. With
digital literacy on the rise across
the country, citizens will be en-
couraged to submit their details
through mobile phones or laptops.
Authorities believe that widespread
adoption of self-enumeration will
reduce the burden on field enumer-
ators and improve efficiency. The
digital interface is expected to
make the process more accessible
while ensuring quicker data con-
solidation.

In previous Censuses, data col-
lection was conducted entirely on
paper, followed by scanning and
digitization of documents—a
process that often delayed data re-
lease. This time, the entire operation

will run on a digital platform from
the outset, eliminating the need for
manual data entry after collection.
As a result, most statistical outputs
are expected to be made public in
2027, considerably streamlining the
timeline.

The second phase of the Cen-
sus, scheduled for February 2027,
will involve detailed collection of
information related to religion and
caste across the country, except in
Ladakh, Jammu and Kashmir, Hi-
machal Pradesh and Uttarakhand. In
these four regions, both phases of
the Census must be completed by
September 30 this year due to logis-
tical considerations and climatic
conditions.

Meanwhile, no decision has
yet been taken regarding the update
of the National Population Register,
which aims to create a comprehen-
sive database of residents in the
country. Officials clarified that dis-
cussions on this matter are still on-

going.
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Jadeja’s Emotional Return and Abhishek in the Spotlight as Eden Awaits a Run-
Vaibhav’s Fearless Fireworks Fest: KKR Plotto sllence Sunrlsers Powerhouse

Light Up a Memorable Night

Staff Reporter, New Delhi, 1 April: As
Ravindra Jadeja found himself at the heart
of a viral moment while also applauding
the rise of a fearless new star. A video that
swept across social media captured Jadeja
visibly emotional before the match, even
seen kissing the Chennai Super Kings
logo while speaking to Khaleel Ahmed.
For a player who spent more than a
decade with Chennai, led the side and
built an enduring bond with the franchise,
facing them as an opponent was always
going to stir deep feelings. Jadeja’s affec-
tion for Chennai is no secret. His years in
yellow defined a significant chapter of his
IPL journey. Yet professional sport de-
mands adaptability, and on Monday he
delivered exactly that. Turning out against
his former side, and representing another
team he once called home in the early
years of the IPL, Jadeja rolled back the
clock. He claimed two crucial wickets
and played his part in securing victory,

proving that sentiment does not dull com-
petitive edge.What made the evening
even more special was his candid admi-
ration for 15-year-old sensation Vaibhav
Suryavanshi. Jadeja, who once repre-
sented Rajasthan Royals during the
league’s formative seasons, joked that
when he first played for the franchise,
Vaibhav had not even been born. That
light-hearted remark underscored the gen-
erational shift unfolding before fans’
eyes.<Vaibhav’s breathtaking assault left
even seasoned professionals spellbound.
From the dressing room, Jadeja watched

the youngster dismantle bowling attacks
with audacious strokeplay. He later spoke
warmly about how a fearless batter can
transform a team’s atmosphere. Accord-
ing to Jadeja, when a player like Vaibhav
fires, the dressing room energy soars and
the opposition is instantly pushed under
pressure. Watching boundaries and tow-
ering sixes from the safety of the dugout
is a joy. Facing such a player, however, is
another matter altogether. In modern T20
cricket, Jadeja observed, there is no mar-
gin for error. Bowlers must think one step
ahead because even the slightest miscal-
culation can be punished. Former India
batting coach Sanjay Bangar echoed
those sentiments, praising Vaibhav’s re-
markable composure and boldness
against some of the finest bowlers in the
world. The teenager’s blistering half-cen-
tury off just 15 balls against Chennai
Super Kings was not merely an innings;
it was a statement of intent.

New Zealand Shat-
ter India’s World
Record with Stun-
ning 347-Run Chase
inWellington

Staff Reporter, New Delhi, 1
April: New Zealand rewrote
the record books on Wednes-
day, chasing down 347 against
South Africa in Wellington to
register the highest successful
run chase in women’s One-Day
International history. The land-
mark victory came just five
months after India had set the
previous world record, under-
lining the rapidly rising stan-
dards of the women’s game.
South Africa, batting first in the
second ODI, compiled a formi-
dable 346 for 6 in their allotted
50 overs. Remarkably, the in-
nings was built without a cen-
tury, but it thrived on collective
brilliance. ~ Captain  Laura
Wolvaardt led from the front
with a fluent 69, while Anneke
Bosch played a scintillating
knock of 91. Chloe Tryon
added further impetus with a
vital 52, pushing the total well
beyond the 340-mark and
seemingly placing the contest
firmly in South Africa’s control.
However, what followed was a
chase for the ages. New
Zealand approached the daunt-
ing target with fearless intent
and remarkable composure.
Amelia Kerr produced one of
the finest innings in ODI history,
remaining unbeaten on a majes-
tic 179 off 139 balls. Her knock
was a masterclass in timing and
temperament, blending calcu-
lated aggression with technical
brilliance. Kerr found steady
support in Isabella Gaze, who
contributed a crucial 68, ensur-
ing the chase never lost momen-
tum. With two balls to spare and
just four runs needed to reach
350, Kerr fittingly sealed the
victory with a boundary, taking
New Zealand to a memorable
eight-wicket win. The achieve-
ment eclipsed India’s 339-run
chase against Australia in last
year’s World Cup semifinal, a
record that had stood as a sym-
bol of modern batting domi-
nance.Before India’s historic
effort in October, Australia had
held the record with a successful
chase of 331.

Staff Reporter, New Delhi, 1
April: The moment the Sun-
risers Hyderabad team bus
rolled up outside Eden Gar-
dens, the air shifted. A small
but spirited crowd erupted
into cheers, craning their
necks for a glimpse of one
man in particular. Muttiah
Muralitharan stepped off first,
followed by Heinrich Klaasen
and Pat Cummins. Yet the
loudest roar was reserved for
the last to descend — Ab-
hishek Sharma. The young In-
dian opener paused, glanced
around at the sea of anticipa-
tion, and raised his hand in ac-
knowledgment. The message
was clear: Eden knows who
the danger man is.

As Kolkata Knight Rid-
ers prepare to host Sunrisers
Hyderabad, they understand
that Thursday’s contest could
hinge on whether they can
contain Abhishek and the for-

Iraq's Aymen Hussein celebrates scoring his side’s 2nd goal during the World Cup playoff final soccer match between Iraq
and Bolivia in Monterrey, Mexico.

Calm, Confident and Champion-Minded:
Krunal Pandya Reveals the New
RCB Spirit Fueled by Virat I((IIIII S Fire

Staff Reporter, New Delhi, 1
April: Royal Challengers
Bengaluru in the ongoing IPL
season, and according to star
all-rounder Krunal Pandya,
that serenity could be the
team’s greatest strength. After
lifting their maiden IPL title
last year, RCB appear more
settled, more assured and far
more united in purpose. The
transformation, Krunal sug-
gests, lies not just in skill but
in clarity and belief.
Reflecting on the dress-
ing room atmosphere, Krunal
observed that this year’s envi-
ronment feels noticeably more
composed compared to the
previous season. Last year, de-
spite their historic triumph, the
squad was relatively new, and
players were still building un-
derstanding and chemistry.
Now, familiarity has replaced
uncertainty. The players know
one another well, understand
individual strengths and weak-
nesses, and most importantly,
are fully aware of their respec-

tive roles within the team
structure. That clarity has fos-
tered trust, and trust has
brought calmness.

Krunal himself was in-
strumental in RCB’s champi-
onship-winning  campaign,
earning the Player of the
Match award in the final. Yet
the seasoned all-rounder re-

mains grounded. He credited
faith and composure for his
success on the grand stage,
stating that performing under
pressure is about maintaining
focus amid chaos. While he
admits feeling the weight of
big occasions, he believes his
ability to remain steady in
those moments sets him apart.

For Krunal, major stages seem
to bring out his finest perform-
ances, as though destiny has
reserved them for him.

Central to RCB’s re-
newed aura is the ever-inspir-
ing presence of Virat Kohli.
Krunal was unequivocal in his
admiration, describing Kohli
as one of the greatest crick-
eters of any era. He spoke of
Kohli’s relentless hunger for
victory and unmatched pas-
sion for the game, insisting
that no matter the generation,
the former India captain
would have risen to the top.

RCB skipper Rajat Pati-
dar echoed similar sentiments.
After Kohli’s breathtaking un-
beaten 69 off just 38 balls
against Sunrisers Hyderabad,
Patidar was left in awe. Chas-
ing a daunting target of 202,
RCB cruised to victory with
26 balls to spare, largely due
to Kohli’s masterclass. Patidar
remarked that with Kohli at
the crease, no target appears
unreachable.

ltaly’s World Cup Dream Shattered Again as
Bosnia & Herzegovina Script History in Zenica

Staff Reporter, New Delhi, 1
April: Italy’s long and painful
exile from the FIFA World
Cup will continue for another
four years after the four-time
champions suffered a dramatic
playoff defeat to Bosnia and
Herzegovina on Tuesday
night. In a tense encounter at
Bilino Polje Stadium in
Zenica, the Azzurri were
beaten 4-1 in a penalty
shootout, marking their third
consecutive failure to qualify
for football’s grandest tourna-
ment. Their last appearance on
the World Cup stage remains
2010, a statistic that now feels
increasingly astonishing for a
nation of such rich footballing
heritage. The evening began
with promise for Italy. Show-
ing urgency and control, they

seized the initiative early in
the first half. Within fifteen
minutes, Nicolo Barella
threaded a precise pass to
Moise Kean, who finished
clinically to give the visitors
the lead. Italy appeared com-

posed and dominant, dictating
the tempo and silencing the
home crowd. However, the
match shifted dramatically in
the 42nd minute when de-
fender Alessandro Bastoni re-
ceived a straight red card for a

foul on a Bosnian attacker.
Reduced to ten men, Italy’s
balance was disrupted, and
Bosnia and Herzegovina
sensed opportunity. The hosts
intensified their pressure after
the break, testing Italy’s re-
silience.

The breakthrough came
in the 79th minute. Edin
Dzeko delivered a dangerous
cross from the right flank into
the box, where Haris
Tabakovi¢ rose to head home
the equalizer. The stadium
erupted as belief surged
through the Bosnian side.
Only two outstanding saves
from Gianluigi Donnarumma
prevented Italy’s elimination
in regulation time, pushing the
match into extra time. Neither
team found a winner during

the additional thirty minutes,
leaving the contest to be de-
cided by penalties. Italy’s
hopes faltered immediately
when Pio Esposito fired the
opening kick over the cross-
bar. Although Sandro Tonali
converted his attempt, Bryan
Cristante struck the bar soon
after. Bosnia and Herzegovina
were flawless from the spot,
and when Bajraktarevi¢ con-
verted the decisive penalty,
history was sealed. For Italy, it
is another chapter of disap-
pointment and introspection.
Once kings of the global
game, the Azzurri now face
mounting questions about
their future as a footballing
powerhouse, left once more to
watch the World Cup from
afar.

midable batting unit around
him. Travis Head, Ishan Kis-
han and Klaasen form a line-
up capable of dismantling any
bowling attack. Despite piling
up 220 runs in their previous
outing against Mumbai Indi-
ans, Hyderabad still ended up
on the losing side — proof of
both their firepower and their
vulnerabilities.

Yet KKR do not appear
rattled. Historically, Sunrisers
have been one of their most
favourable opponents. In 30
IPL meetings so far, Kolkata

have emerged victorious 20
times. Just two seasons ago,
they defeated Hyderabad in all
three encounters, including a
playoff clash. Within the
Knight Riders’ camp, there is
a quiet confidence, even a
suggestion that the team raises
its intensity a notch when fac-
ing this particular rival.
Neutralising Abhishek
could be central to that plan.
The left-hander has shown
susceptibility against off-spin
in high-pressure T20 tourna-
ments, and teams have fre-

quently countered him by in-
troducing off-spinners early. It
would not be surprising if
Sunil Narine takes the new
ball at Eden. Though KKR’s
spinners were not especially
effective in their opening
match at Wankhede, the man-
agement has refrained from
blaming the bowlers, pointing
instead to a surface that of-
fered little assistance. Even
Mumbai’s elite attack, includ-
ing Jasprit Bumrah, conceded
heavily there.

Eden Gardens is ex-
pected to produce another
high-scoring spectacle. Early
signs suggest a pitch with a
healthy covering of grass, un-
likely to turn sharply but of-
fering some encouragement to
pacers. At the same time,
stroke-makers should find
value for their shots, setting
the stage for a potential run-
fest.

FIFA Stands Firm as Iran’s World Gup
Participation Gonfirmed Amid War
Tensions, Irag Clinch HISIIII‘II: HGIIII'II

Staff Reporter, New Delhi, 1
April: As geopolitical tensions
cast a long shadow over global
sport, football finds itself at the
crossroads of conflict and com-
petition. With war raging in the
region and political rhetoric in-
tensifying, uncertainty loomed
over Iran’s participation in the
upcoming FIFA World Cup in
the United States. That uncer-
tainty, however, was firmly ad-
dressed by FIFA president
Gianni Infantino, who made it
unequivocally clear that Iran
will travel to America and
compete as scheduled.
Infantino, who was pres-
ent in Turkey to watch Iran’s
commanding 5-0 victory over
Costa Rica in a preparatory
friendly, dismissed any specula-
tion about alternative arrange-
ments. His message was direct
and uncompromising: there is
no Plan B. Iran will play its
matches at the designated ven-
ues in accordance with the offi-
cial schedule. Speaking after the
match, the FIFA chief empha-
sized that everything remains
on track and that discussions
with players and coaching staff
confirmed their readiness to

stance is a climate of height-
ened tension. Iran had earlier
hinted at the possibility of not
traveling to the United States
due to security concerns amid
ongoing hostilities involving
America and Israel. The situa-
tion was further inflamed when
former U.S. President Donald
Trump issued a public warning
suggesting that, for safety rea-
sons, it might not be advisable
for Iranian players to attend the
tournament.

Despite assurances from
football’s governing body,
Iranian players continued to
voice their protest on the field.
Before kickoff, stars such as
Mehdi Taremi carried photo-
graphs of civilians reportedly

ceremony into a moment of
silent resistance. In previous
fixtures, players had staged
symbolic gestures, including
walking onto the pitch carrying
school bags, underscoring their
solidarity with victims of con-
flict.

Iraq sealed their own his-
toric qualification by defeating
Bolivia, earning their ticket as
the 48th team in the expanded
World Cup format. Goals from
Ali Al-Hamadi and Aymen
Hussein secured victory, with
Bolivia’s Moises Paniagua net-
ting a consolation. The triumph
marks Iraq’s return to the
World Cup stage after a 40-
year absence, a remarkable
achievement given the chal-

participate. killed in joint military opera-  lenges the nation has faced in
The backdrop to this firm  tions, turning the pre-match the lead-up to the qualifiers.
g offer ST SHRIG SRR
S, QI AT @ 1o 3

it Lrara e T

L EUE Tenl|

Vlll Tllaltanr P0 Kadampur PS Arsha, Besme
Tilaitanr Water Tank, Ajodhya, Purulia, pin : 723201

b) el Rl e siftet anyfes gt o tbrer At T
3| SifsTiTaa wm Pt gafi, et i A, s srifie sniw

o] - fras mst, 1D e, T+t am a1 | e @ e grdew

81 A STegfS - 15, Sfiars v i 1S 0 A |

| 8334826975/9875658238 gitanjaliforestretreat@gmail.com | gt
CHECKIN:10.00 AM & CHECK QUT : 09.00 AM

Published & Owned by Avik Kumar Naskar, Address: 94, Phears Lane, 4th Floor, Kolkata-700012, Printed by Adhir Kumar Ghosh at Kalika Press Pvt. Ltd. 25, D.L. Roy Street Kolkata-700006, Phone No.: (033) 22370488, E-mail : indianinfoexchange@gmail.com, Editor : Avik Kumar Naskar




